
Jaguars – Spring 2017 

Context for learning: Shang Dynasty 

  As writers we will: 

  Explore the traditional tale of ‘The Selfish  
Giant’ by Oscar Wilde and write a narra-
tive focusing on feelings and morals 

 Create a detailed explanation guide for                      
humans giving advice about the world of  giants  

 Debate whether dragons were real or not               
during the Shang Dynasty and write a                       
detailed discussion remaining unbiased.    

 Write a letter to the council complaining about  
the growing amount of litter.  

 Write a narrative focusing on suspense from the 
viewpoint of a mysterious machine 

 Write a historical news report on the findings of 
an ancient artefact maintaining  a journalistic 
style 

  Explore the text ‘The Water Tower’ and write 
two contrasting diary entries 

  As historians and geologists we will: 

 Read maps and locate where the Shang Dynasty is within 

China.  

 Place events in chronological order on a time line and  explore the 

impact of some of those events and explain their importance  

 Explore Shang people and write a non  chronological report on 

them.  

 Enquire in to the life of Lady Fu Hao and explain why she is so  

significant within the Shang Dynasty 

 Make comparisons between two cultures looking at festivals, 

clothing and beliefs  

 Look at primary and secondary sources of evidence and                               

investigate evidence in the role of an archaeologist 

  Explore gods within the Shang Dynasty and understand their    

beliefs  

 Research Shang wars and victories  

 Explain the downfall of the Shang Dynasty  

Hooks for Learning! 

 Uncover findings from an                                     
archaeological dig! 

 Role Play— The Imperial Garden  
 Celebrate Chinese New Year  
 Taste and evaluate a range of                   

Chinese food 
 Participate in a range of                    

traditional Chinese                            
celebrations 

 

As artists we will: 

 Explore the Chinese culture of Bian Lian and 

the history of this tradition 

 Investigate the meaning behind  colours 

and then select these for the purpose  

 Develop our skills combining several artistic 

materials together. 

 Evaluate our work commenting on the 

strengths and discuss limitations 

and improvements 

As PE we will: [Indoor Athletics and Dance] 

 Create and perform using a range of movement 

 Use traditional Chinese dance steps to create our own 

dragon dance 

 Evaluate our own and others performances and look at ways to 

Improve it 

 Use skills and tactics for attacking and  defending 

 Apply basic rules for games 

 Work with others to organise and keep games going 

As Citizens we will: 

 Show determination in all                    

aspects of learning 

 Persevere with challenging activities  

 Understand the importance of                                          

co-operation when working with others 



  As Mathematicians we will use and apply our skills to: 

 Add and subtract fractions with different  denominations including 

mixed numbers 

 Multiply simple pairs of proper fractions writing our answers in the simplest form 

 Divide proper fractions by whole numbers 

 Associate a fraction with division and calculate decimal fraction equivalents 

 Recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and percentages 

 Identify the value of each digit in numbers given to three decimal places  

 Multiply and divide any given number by 10, 100 and 1000 

 Add, subtract, multiply and divide decimals with up to two decimal places 

 Calculate percentages and fractions of amounts  

 Read, write and convert between standard units of measures including length, 

mass, volume and time  

 Convert between miles and kilometres  

 Calculate the perimeter, area and volume of different shapes 

 Recognise when to use formulae for area and volume  

 Calculate the area of parallelograms and triangles  

 Use simple formulae and express missing number problems algebraically 

 Explore ratio and investigate problems involving the relative sizes of two quantities  

 Interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs  

 Find and calculate averages such as the mean 

In RE we will: 

 Identify the 5 pillars of Islam 

 Understand the importance of praying for Muslims and the                     
symbolism of the prayer position 

 Identify the links between prayer and fasting 

 Understand the symbolism of pilgrimage 

 Understand how we can learn about God through Biblical stories 

 Explore the Bible as a base for Christian belief 

 Investigate the important features of Jesus’ life 

 Understand the effects of Jesus on others lives. 

As Musicians we will: 

 Listen and respond to music from the China Dynasty 

 Identify what types of instruments may have been used in                            
traditional Chinese music 

 Use a pentatonic scale to compose a piece of music inspired by                
Chinese Dragons.  

 Perform compositions with confidence 

 Reflect on their own and others performances and comment on the 
strengths and discuss limitations, suggesting improvements 

As PCs we will: 

 Learn to think creatively and                                  
systematically 

 Develop our logical reasoning skills 

 Create a presentation using Microsoft 
Power point 

As Designers we will: 

 Research pottery designed and made by 
the Shang people 

 Use research to develop designs and ideas 

 Select and use a wide range of tools to         
create a piece of pottery 

 Evaluate our own and others final piece 
and suggest  improvements   

In our role play we will: 

 Research into the                        
history of the imperial garden and 
the forbidden city 

 Take on the role of Shang                  
people and 
buy and sell 
goods 

  Learn 
Chinese 
words and 
phrases  

 Play a 
range of 
Maths and 
logic games  

As Scientists we will: [Evolution and inheritance and Electricity] 

 Research Charles Darwin's theory of evolution 

  Identify how plants and animals have adapted to survive in extreme 
conditions 

 Investigate and identify variations between living things and                  
present findings as a scatter graph.  

 Explore how fossils can inform us on the past and how they can 
show the process of evolution 

 Understand electrical symbols used in circuits and create their own 

 Look closely at the structure of a light bulb and investigate whether 
the length of the wire impacts on the bulb’s brightness  

 Understand the key differences between parallel and series circuits  


