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Contact n ame of person & Job 
Title  

Kate Roberts SENDco  

Contact telephone number  01244 981020 
E-mail  kroberts@acresfiel d.cheshire.sch.uk  
 
 
 
 
 

From the parent carer’s point of view:  

1. How does the school know if children need extra help and what should I do if I think my 

child may have special educational needs? 

 

At Acresfield Primary School we understand that children learn and develop in different ways. 

Teachers and teaching assistants recognise this and use different teaching styles, resources and plan 

different levels of work in the classroom to cater for the various ways children learn. However, some 

children, at some time in their school life, may need extra help and support in a variety of different 

ways. 

 

Initially, children’s needs are met through quality first teaching provided by the class teacher.  If staff 

feel that a child’s needs cannot be met through quality first teaching alone, then additional support 

or intervention may be put into place and short term targets will be set in consultation with the 

staff, parents and the child. Support may be offered through an additional adult working alongside 

the child or their group, and/or taking part in intervention or enhancement programmes outside of 

the classroom. These approaches support us in a cycle of assessing the needs of children, planning to 

meet their needs, implementing strategies and reviewing their impact. You will be notified of such 

intervention (usually English or maths) if it is necessary and progress reported.  

 

Children may be identified as having a special educational need through discussions with teaching 

staff and parents who may have some concerns about their child’s academic progress, social 

development or physical difficulties. A special educational need may manifest itself in a number of 

different ways. For example, a child may be having problems with reading, number work or with 

managing their behaviour. If you have any concerns about your child’s needs please speak to their 

class teacher in the first instance. If it is felt to be necessary they, in turn, will speak to our SENDco 

Mrs Kate Roberts. 

 

Our SENDco may carry out assessments in addition to the class teacher in order to ascertain any 

underlying needs or difficulties your child may have. Parents will be consulted and informed of any 

outcomes or further action that may be needed. 

Our Details 
School Name and Address  Acresfield Primary School  
Telephone Number  01244 981020 
Website Address  www.acresfield.cheshire.sch.uk   
Age range within your school   4 – 11 years  
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Children may have a disability which makes it harder for them to use the same educational facilities 

that the school provides for the majority of children. For some children this may be a temporary 

difficulty, while others may have a long term need for additional help.  The SENDco will work with 

families to address any concerns. 

 

Acresfield Primary School  is a  Resource Provision primary school. The Resource Provision meets the 

additional needs of up to 7 children who have a Moderate Learning and Complex need. Without 

such provision the children would find it difficult to access a mainstream curriculum. The Resource 

Provision is staffed with a teacher in charge, Mrs Roberts and at present 2 teaching assistants, Miss 

Vinardi and Mrs Fox. 

 

 

 

 

2. How will the school staff support my child? 

 
Staff support the learning of pupils identified with additional needs in a number of ways including 

the following: 

 

1. A differentiated curriculum  

2. Additional resources 

3. Additional adult support 

4. Additional time for task completion 

5. Interventions 

 

Our SEND policy is available on our school website. During the academic year the Head teacher 

reports to the Governors  informing them about the progress of all the children, including those with 

SEND; this report does not refer to individual children and confidentiality is maintained at all times.  

One of the Governors is responsible for SEND and meets with the SENDco termly. They also report 

annually to the Governors to keep them all informed about the progress of the children with 

additional needs.  The Governors agree priorities for spending within the SEND budget with the 

overall aim that all children receive the support they need in order to make progress. 

 

 

Differentiated Curriculum - All work within class is pitched at an appropriate level so that all children 

are able to access it according to their specific needs. Typically this might mean that in a lesson there 

would be three different levels of work set for the class. However, on occasions this may need to be 

more individually differentiated. The benefit of this type of differentiation is that all children can 

access a lesson and learn at their level.  

 

Additional resources – These are provided for all children to access eg. Tool baskets, working walls, 

tool kits/mats. The children are encouraged to use these resources in order to become independent 

learners. Specific resources such as coloured overlays; dyslexia friendly materials and table top key 

boards are used throughout the school as part of our inclusive practise.  
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Additional Adult Support – Some children may require additional support of an adult in lessons. This 

may be to repeat instructions, to set the child off on a task, to scribe for them or offer 

encouragement. Adults are deployed in a variety of ways to support learning and this would be 

looked at on an individual child by child case. 

 

Additional time for task completion – Some children with additional needs may require extra time 

to complete work. This can be looked at for each child depending on the particular curriculum area 

in which they need extra time. This could also be the case for homework and this would be discussed 

with parents. 

 

Interventions – The school has named adults, who are trained to deliver specific interventions for 

children requiring extra support in reading, writing and maths. These are usually carried out in the 

afternoon for a set number of sessions over a half term. Progress will be reported at the end of each 

half term. A list of the types of interventions carried out in school can be found under section 11. 

 

For additional information on our inclusive practice please see our SEN Policy. 

 

 

3. a) How will both you and I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to support my 

child’s learning? 

 

Careful tracking of all the children across the school is carried out throughout the school year. This 

measures the children’s progress against age related expectations. This information is shared with 

parents in the following ways: 

 

1. Autumn report and Parents’ Evening  

2. Next steps 

3. Home Visits  

4. Pupil Profile 

5. Home/School Communication Books 

6. Curriculum Overview 

7. Spring report and Parents’ Evening   

8. EHCP/Statement Meeting/review 

9. Informal Conversations   

10. End of year report 

 

 

Autumn Parents’ meeting – After your child has been in school for a few weeks, there will be our 

first parents’ evening for you to discuss their autumn term report with the class teacher, how your 

child is settling in and ways to support them further. 

 

Next Steps – At the autumn and spring parents’ evenings, you will be given some next steps for your 

child. These will be small steps linked to reading, writing and maths they need to do to help move 

them on with their learning.  

 

Informal Conversations - We offer an open door policy where you are welcome any time to make an 

appointment to meet with either the class teacher or SENDco and discuss how your child is getting 

on. We can offer advice and practical ways that you can help your child at home.  
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Home Visits – For children who have particular needs and who access our learning resource, our 

SENDco carries out home visits to share the programme of learning with parents and to discuss ways 

that home and school can work together to support the child. 

 

Pupil Profile - Those children who require SEN support or who have a statement of special 

educational needs/EHCP will have individual targets, over and above those given to their class peers. 

Where possible they will be chosen by the children. They will appear on their Pupil Profile which will 

be shared and discussed during parents’ evenings. The targets set are SMART (Specific, Measurable, 

Achievable, Realistic, Time scaled) targets with the expectation that the child will achieve the target 

by the time it is reviewed and are written in a child friendly format. It is intended that each child will 

receive and achieve up to 3 targets a term. 

 

Home/School Communication Books - We operate home/school link books for those children who 

are brought to school by taxi. Your child will bring this home daily so that comments from parents, 

SENDco and teachers can be shared and responded to when needed. 

 

Curriculum Overview – Each term you will be sent a curriculum overview. This will give you 

information about the work your child will be covering during the term across the whole curriculum. 

 

Spring Parents’ meeting – In the spring term, another formal parents’ meeting is held to discuss 

your child’s report and progress made.  

 

EHCP/Statement Meeting - From September 2014, existing Statements of SEN will be converted to 

EHC plans by Cheshire West and Chester Local Authority SEND team and this will be completed by  

July 2017.  If your child has a Statement of SEN or an Education, Health and Care plan (EHCP), a 

formal meeting will take place to discuss your child’s progress annually and a report will be written. 

 

4.  What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing? 

 

We are an inclusive school; we welcome and celebrate diversity. All staff believe that children having 

high self-esteem is crucial to a child’s development. We have a caring, understanding team looking 

after our children. There are a number of ways in which we achieve this. The SENDco and class 

teacher have responsibility for the pastoral, medical and social care of every child in their class, 

therefore they would be the parents’ first point of contact. 

 

1. P.S.H.C.E Curriculum 

2. Curriculum Enhancements 

3. Rewards/Celebrations 

4. Learning Mentor 

5. Buddies 

6. Pupil Voice 

7. Policies 

8. Access to Professionals 

 

 

P.S.H.C.E Curriculum – At Acresfield we have developed our own personal, social, health and 

citizenship curriculum. This provides opportunities for the children to develop themselves personally 

and to reflect on their developments through their Passport to Life record of achievements. 

 

Curriculum Enhancements - For those children who find aspects of our P.S.H.C.E curriculum 

challenging, we offer additional support which could include social awareness games. 
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Rewards/Celebrations – Our behaviour policy is predominantly celebratory as it provides 

opportunities for the children to be rewarded for their individual achievements and successes. This 

is recognised in different ways including a class reward chart and weekly token draw. 

 

Learning Mentor – Some children have specific barriers that prevent them from accessing parts of 

the curriculum. Our learning mentor works with individuals and groups of children to break down 

those barriers to support their personal development and enable them to be able to fully access the 

whole curriculum.  

 

Buddies – Our youngest children (Tiger Cubs & Meerkats), new arrivals and vulnerable children are 

given an older buddy in school who will help them to settle and provide a friendly face for them to 

turn to.  

 

Pupil Voice – We listen to our pupils! We have a number of systems in place through which our 

children can let us know how they feel about school. This includes our pupil parliament, better 

playtime team, playleaders, e-safety team and school captains. Pupils have input into medium term 

planning and the leadership team carry out pupil voice questionnaires annually. Prior to SEND 

review meetings, pupils have the opportunity to share their views and will be involved in the process 

as part of the SEND reforms where this is appropriate. 

 

Policies – The school has a number of key policies that reflect our practice to ensure pupils are well 

looked after. The key policies are the following – The Administration of Medicine, Anti-Bullying, 

Behaviour and Health and Safety which includes reference to staff trained in the administration of 

first aid. 

 

Access to professionals - On occasions, further intervention may be provided by working alongside 

outside agencies such as Health and Social Services, Speech and Language or the Educational 

Psychologist. 

 

 

5. What specialism services, experience, training and support are available at or accessed by the 

school? 

 

Once the school has identified the needs of SEND pupils, the SENDco and Head teacher decide what 

resources/training and support is needed. An intervention timetable is planned half termly to meet 

the needs of all the pupils which includes more able as well as those identified for SEN support. 

 

School Provision:  

Resource Provision for Moderate Learning and Complex Needs. [See separate local offer for further 

details of our resource provision]. 

 

A wide range of English and Maths small group interventions delivered by TAs  including Read Write 

Inc. Springboard and the use of ‘Misconception’ books in maths.  

 

Dyslexia sessions (individual or small group). Our SENDco is dyslexia trained. 

 

Gross motor skill programme to support balance and coordination 

 

ICT support in the form of reading, phonic and maths programmes and as an aid to overcoming 

barriers to recording.  
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Teaching assistants offering social skills support/mentoring eg. Time to Talk 

 

English as an Additional Language support 

 

Play Leaders supporting confidence building and developing friendships on the playground.  

 

Lunch time nurture groups to support children with social development.  

 

Speech and Language support using Elklan trained TAs (2 of our staff are trained).  

 

Local Authority provision available:  

 

Autism service outreach support  

 

Educational Psychology Service  

 

Information Advice and Support Service (formerly Parent Partnership service) 

 

Speech and Language Therapy (SALT)  

 

Health Provision available:  

 

School nurse  

 

Occupational Therapy  

 

Physiotherapy  

 

CAMHs  

 

Sensory Impairment 

 

Paediatrics 

 

6. What training are the staff supporting children and young people with SEND had or are having? 

 

All staff have had  training in SEND, dyslexia, behaviour management and autism.  

 

Certificate in Professional Development in SPLD (Dyslexia) – Mrs Roberts  

 

Elklan Course (Language builders) and Elklan Specialist course – Miss Vinardi & Mrs Fox  

 

TEAM TEACH – Mrs Roberts 

 

Autism – Miss Vinardi; Mrs Fox; Mrs Smith 
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8. How will my child/young person be included in activities outside the classroom including school 

trips? 

 

As an inclusive school we believe all learners are entitled to the same access to extra-curricular 

activities, and are committed to make reasonable adjustments to ensure participation for all. Please 

contact us if your child has any specific requirements for extra-curricular activities. All of our children 

attend class visits and are given the opportunity to go on residentials in Years 2, 4, 5 and 6. At these 

times parents are invited to attend a pre residential trip; provided with a booklet outlining the aims 

and content of the residential and where necessary personal meetings may be arranged where 

parents of children with SEND can discuss and share the needs/routines of their children with the 

person that will accompany their child on the residential. A risk assessment is carried out prior to 

any off site activity to ensure everyone’s health & safety will not be compromised. 

 

9.  How accessible is the school environment? 

 

The school is fully compliant with DDA requirements and is on one level with easy access, double 

doors, wall handles and ramps. There is a toilet for the disabled and changing facilities. We ensure 

where ever possible that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs. The 

SENDco manages an SEN budget, used to ensure that all pupils have access to the very best 

equipment.  

 

After-school provision is accessible to all children, including those with SEND if this is appropriate. 

[See separate Fledglings Policy]. Pupils with English as an Additional Language access support from 

the EAL team and follow their recommendations. They are fully included in their mainstream setting 

with their peers. Extra-curricular activities are accessible for children with SEN. The school has a 

“Quiet Area” and outside learning area that includes a woodland class room where Forest School 

lessons are taught. 

 

10.  How will the school prepare and support my child’s transition between key stages or to a new 

school for the next stage of education and life? 

 

Transition is a part of life for all learners, whether that involves moving to a new class or moving to a 

new school. We recognise that transition is an important time for all children, but especially so for a 

child with SEN. Consequently, we work closely with parents, pupils and staff to ensure these 

transitions run as smoothly as possible. 

 

Transition to Reception Class - The Early Years teacher will meet with parents and children prior to 

pupils starting school. There will also be the opportunity for a home visit once the children have 

started school in the autumn term. Any concerns about particular needs will be brought to the 

attention of the SENDco. Where necessary the SENDco will arrange a further meeting with parents, 

previous setting, health visitor etc to ensure a smooth transition. This is usually an Action for 

Inclusion meeting. Specific actions will be noted on the plan to support the move from one provision 

to another.  

 

Mid-Year Arrival - Class teachers of children joining from other schools will receive information from 

the child’s previous school; if required the SENDco will telephone the previous school to discuss any 

individual pupil’s needs. This will ensure continuity of provision. 

 We encourage all new children to visit the school prior to starting when they will meet their class 

and be shown around the school. For children with SEND we would encourage further visits to assist 

with the acclimatisation of the new surroundings and a smooth transition. 
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End of Year Transition - Planning for transitions within the school will take place in the summer 

term. The children will spend time with their new class teacher. Parents will be invited in to meet the 

new member of staff early in the autumn term. At this meeting learning expectations for the year 

group will be shared. A more formal meeting for parents is arranged for the children as they move 

from Early Years to Year 1.  

 

Transition to High School - Arrangements for transition to high School for pupils with SEN, or those 

we feel are more vulnerable, will be planned according to individual need and may require an 

enhanced transition programme. The SENDco of the high school to be attended, will be invited to 

attend the Year 6 review for those children with a statement or EHCP and an Action for Inclusion 

plan drawn up if necessary. Additional visits to the new high school may be part of an extended 

transition programme for vulnerable children. 

 

11.  Examples of interventions, equipment, resources that we may allocate to match a child’s 

special educational needs? 

 

Resource Provision 

Dyslexia teaching – Hickey programme 

Play time reading  

Specific I pad Apps for individual pupils/needs  

Rapid writing  

Misconception maths 

Time to Talk  

SALLEY – Structured Activities for Language and Literacy in the Early Years 

Black Sheep Speech and Language resources  

FFT Wave 3 1:1 literacy programme.  

Read Write Inc  

Toe to Toe spelling programme  

1:2 tuition for writing and maths  

 

Alphasmart boards 

 

Talking Tins 

 

Visual timetables, timers, prompt cards,  

writing slopes, adapted pens, scissors etc.  

 

 Additional adult support  

 

 

 

12. How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child will receive? 

 

The school budget, received from Cheshire West and Chester LA, includes money for supporting 

children with SEND.  

The Head Teacher decides on the deployment of resources for Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities, in consultation with the school governors on the basis of needs in the school.  

The Head Teacher, the SENDco and class teachers discuss all the information they have about SEND 

in the school, including the children getting extra support already, the children needing extra 

support and the children who have been identified as not making as much progress as would be 
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expected at termly pupil progress meetings. From this information, they decide what 

resources/training and support is needed in order to close any gap between them and their peers.  

 

The school records the needs and provision of SEND pupils (statements/EHCP or SEN support) on the 

provision map within their pupil profile. These identify all support given within school and is 

reviewed regularly, so that the needs of the children are met and resources are deployed as 

effectively as possible.  

 

For the children designated to the Resource Provision, the SENDco will work with the class teacher 

and discuss each child’s needs and what mainstream support would be appropriate. We try to 

ensure that the children will integrate with their peers for those timetabled subjects that are more 

suitable for their needs (at least 2 afternoons a week). Each child’s personal timetable is discussed 

with parents at a home visit at the beginning of the school year.  

 

Where a child’s needs cannot be met from the designated fund within the school budget, the school 

will apply for top up funding. If it is considered necessary, an application will be made for statutory 

assessment.  

 

 

13. How are parents involved in the school? How can I be involved? 

 

At Acresfield, we value the importance of building positive relationships with parents and families 

within our School community. 

 

Friends of Acresfield - We have a strong PTA (Friends of Acresfield) who organise fund raising events 

for both the children and their families throughout the school year.  

Parent Governors – We have five parent governors on our governing body. The parents are voted 

for a four year term of office by all parents in school. They are part of a team committed to working 

with the school and helping our development. 

Parent Class Representatives – Each class has a parent class representative who meets with the 

headteacher each term. At these meetings the parents feedback the views of all parents in their 

class linked to celebrations and things that have gone well, as well as areas in which they feel they 

would like to see improvements. 

Class support - Parents are welcome to support class teachers in a variety of ways. We usually ask 

that parents do not work with the class that their child is in. Parents can also accompany classes on 

school trips. 

Parents’ evenings and parent information events – These provide further opportunity for communication 

with the class teacher. 

Informal Communication - Parents can interact with the school through the school website forums and 

contacts, and through social media such as Twitter.   

  

 

14. Who can I contact for further information? 

 

 

If your child has an Educational Health Care Plan/statement please contact Cheshire West and 

Chester Local Authority for further advice in choosing a school. Contact details are available through 

their website. The Local Authority Local Offer is located on their website.  
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If you are interested in your child joining us at Acresfield and would like to view the school, please 

contact our office on 01244 981020 where you will be able to speak to Jacky Blaikie or Tracy 

Smethurst to arrange an appointment. 

 

Our SENDco is Kate Roberts and she is also available by appointment to discuss your child’s needs 

and the provision further. Please contact the school office. 

 

The headteacher is Mr Mike Dixon and he can also be contacted via the school office. 

 

Complaints - The Governors have adopted the Cheshire West and Chester complaints procedure. 

We hope to resolve, any complaints you may have, which in the first instance should be directed to 

the Head Teacher. In most cases, we find that complaints can be dealt with successfully at this level. 

However if this is not possible, they can be sent to the Chair of the Governing Body for consideration 

at their next full governing body meeting.  

 

Please see the complaints policy on the school website. 


