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Message from the Headteacher 
As we head towards the Easter holiday, I wanted to fit in a newsletter before the break as it has 
been such a busy month, with so much to report to you. As part of our rich and varied curriculum, 
there have been a number of visitors and visits for the children linked to their contexts for learning. 
A flavour of these are outlined below. 
 
Our Komodo Dragons visited the Liverpool Maritime Museum at the start of the month linked to their 
work on the Titanic. The children took part in an interactive workshop, which included role play activi-
ties exploring what happened when the ship hit the iceberg. Our Tiger Cubs also went on their travels 
when they visited Stockley Farm. The children had an exciting day getting up close to the animals and 
finding out about life on the farm. They met the farmer and heard how the animals are looked after.  
 
Our Jaguars made a local trip into Chester to explore the Military Museum. This was linked to their 
context for learning on World War 2. The children were able to go inside a Morrison shelter, experi-
ence an air raid siren, diffuse a bomb and look at what life was like for evacuees. Our Penguins have 
been particularly busy as they had a three day residential in Burwardsley. The children explored the 
local area, took part in an archaeological dig and were able to shoot bows and arrows as they discov-
ered ancient weaponry. 
 

Our Meerkats visited Chirk Castle. They looked at different parts of the 
castle, which included exploring the dungeon. The children were able to 
dress up, make their own coat of arms and find out about the type of punish-
ments that were used. This included putting Miss Hutchinson in the stocks! 
 
A special visitor also came into school in March to teach the Otters and Ko-
modo Dragons about Sikhism linked to their religious focus this term.  He 
shared with them aspects of his faith and how it influences his life on a daily 
basis. He also talked about aspects of his faith to all the children in KS2 in 
an assembly at the end of the day. 
 
Our choir has also been busy when they took part in an AmaSing concert at 
The Storyhouse last month. The performance was the culmination of months 
of rehearsals and hard work learning the songs and dance moves. The chil-
dren performed well, alongside a number of other Chester schools in the new 
theatre. There was a great atmosphere and a full house. Well done choir! 
See their post performance party below! 

 
We have also had two class assemblies for the children to share their work with parents. Our Otters 
and Orangutans performed well and spoke clearly and confidently in front of their audience. Both as-
semblies were extremely enjoyable and showcased the super learning that has taken place this term. 
 
As you can see it has been an incredibly full, productive and fun month. The children have benefitted 
from such a broad range of learning opportunities all of which have helped them to develop their 
knowledge and understanding of the different contexts for their learning. I think everyone is ready 
for their Easter break! 
 
 
 
 



Acresfield  News 
April 2018 

 
01244981020                                  

Sports News 
March has also been an incredibly busy month for sports events. Our cross country runners showed 
excellent resilience and determination to race in their third and fourth events of the winter cross 
country race series. The series of races has now finished and the results for many of our children are 
outstanding. Overall, the Year 6 boys performed superbly again winning the Year 6 boys’ team event. 
Well done to Leo Ferdenzi, Thomas Wilde, Wilson Burgess, Stanley Carr and Ted Wilson. Within this 
team, there was an excellent individual performance with Leo Ferdenzi winning second place overall in 
the Year 6 boys’ category.  Congratulations also to other top three finishes with Edith Carr who fin-
ished second in the Year 3 girls’ category and Jaida Nicholls who finished third overall in the Year 6 
girls’ competition. I would like to say well done to all our runners, those named here and those who 
turned up each week during the winter series and braved some very difficult conditions. Miss Kiernan 
was delighted with such a strong representation from Acresfield. 
 
We also entered the schools’ cross country event at Ellesmere Sports Centre last month.  With a se-
lection of runners from across KS2, the children raced over different distances against a number of 
other local schools. Despite the dreadful weather, there were some super performances including an 
excellent victory from Leo Ferdenzi, who won the year 5 and 6 boys’ race by 25 seconds!  Congratula-
tions to other children who finished in the top ten: Thomas Wilde 4th,Wilson Burgess 5th Jaida 
Nicholls 8th Edith Carr 8th. All in all a great team performance! 
 
Our netball team had a league match this month against Mill View. The team performed well and came 
out on top in a close fought encounter 7 v 6. Well done to everyone who played! 
 
Our football team have also been incredibly busy. The team played their final league match of the 
campaign, beating Mickle Trafford 3-0. This placed the team top of the league and on their way in 
May to the home of Manchester City to play in the finals. Well done team! The attitude and approach 
to the game was fantastic, as it has been all season. The boys also performed superbly in The Danny 
Jones Memorial tournament, which they won! Donations for the Franklin’s Star Charity can be made 
via this link https://www.facebook.com/Franklins-Star-907436029267895/   
 
Finally our rugby team took part in the Cheshire and Warrington tag rugby finals 
last week, after winning the Chester schools’ competition back in November. The 
children once again performed heroically, playing eight games and winning them all! 

They won the final 2-1 against Ravenback School from 
Warrington. Not only did they play exceptionally well as a 
team, but they also demonstrated the right attitude and 
approach to each game. Miss Kiernan was incredibly proud 
of their achievements. They proudly returned to school 
with another trophy for our ever expanding collection. 
 
                       What a month of sport! 

Investors in Pupils 
The school is working towards its Investors in 
Pupils award. This award reflects the central 
role the children have at Acresfield. It demon-
strates how we listen to the pupil voice and re-
spond to it. This includes children having a voice 
in the classroom and having ownership of their 
learning. It also includes the pupil voice beyond 
the classroom in the playground and in clubs af-
ter school.  As a school, we feel the voice of the 
children is greatly valued and we hope that this 
is demonstrated in our award. We are expecting 
to submit our application in the autumn term and 
will keep you informed of our progress leading up 
to it. 

Staff Car Park 
Please can I remind everyone that parking in the 
car park is for staff only or for families with a 
parking permit approved by the school or for chil-
dren who driven to school in a taxi provided by the 
local authority and who are not accompanied  by a 
parent. There have been a number of occasions 
when staff are unable to find a space in the car 
park in the morning. Please can you also remind any 
other adults who transport your child to and from 
the school, not to use the staff car park.  
 
Many thanks for your help with this. 

https://www.facebook.com/Franklins-Star-907436029267895/
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Diary Dates 
April 
16th—Children return 
20th—Tiger Cubs’ trip to Tatton Park.  
30th—Orangutans’ trip to Manchester Science and Indus-
try Museum. 
 
May  
3rd—9am Parent Class Representatives’ meeting 
7th—Bank Holiday—School closed 
9th-11th—Komodo Dragons’ residential to Conway—Arts 
Education in a Multi-Cultural Society. 
11th—9.00am Tiger Cubs’ class assembly followed by cof-
fee for parents. 
14th—17th SATs Week Jaguars. Breakfast club from 
8.15am 
24th—Poetry Slam! 
25th—9.00am Komodo Dragons’ class assembly followed 
by coffee for parents. 
25th—End of half term 
 
 
June 
4th—Children return to school 
4th-8th Rory is back! PSHCE work 
11th—Meerkats’ phonics screen check week 
12th—Orangutans’ Upton High School taster 8.40am 
13th-15th—Jaguars’ Conway residential  
15th—9am Meerkats’ class assembly followed by coffee 
for parents 
25th—Sports Week 
25th—26th—Orangutans’ canoeing residential 
27th—Share the Learning 
29th—Sports Day  
 
 
July 
2nd—Health Week 
2nd and 3rd—Upton high School transition days 
6th—Komodo Dragons Global Challenge Day 
9th—Jaguars’ bikeability week 
16th—Orangutans Harry Potter Day—Upton High 
16th—Tiger Cub parents ’ report day 
18th—7.00pm Jaguars’ Leaver’s assembly 
20th—2pm End of term celebration assembly 
20th—End of term.  
Children return  Wednesday September 5th.  

And finally …… 
As you can see, it has been a short but action packed half term. The children continue to have an en-
riched curriculum and I would like to thank all the staff for enabling this to happen by arranging the 
events and giving up their time for the children. At a time when many schools are facing cut backs and 
reducing some of the ’extras’ available to the children, I would also like to thank the governors for 
continuing to ensure these enrichment activities are prioritised at Acresfield, so that, as things 
stand, we are still able to offer the children such a broad range of experiences. Thank you also to our 
parents who continue to support these activities, whether it be through financial contributions, trans-
porting children, volunteering or showing your appreciation. We do value it! 
 
Have a wonderful Easter everyone. We look forward to seeing you in April  
 
 
Best wishes 
M.Dixon 
[Headteacher]     

Parent Support Booklets 
Thank you to everyone who attended our parents’ 
evenings last week. We were delighted to have virtu-
ally a 100% turn out. This really benefits the children 
and helps them to see home and school working close-
ly to support their personal and academic progress. 
Some parents asked questions about the curriculum 
and getting support with it. So this is to remind eve-
ryone that if you go on our website 
www.acresfield.cheshire.sch.uk you will find on your 
child’s class’ homepage some support materials. For 
years 1– 6 these are called Parent Support Booklets 
and they are available in reading, writing and maths. 
Please use them to help you get to know the curricu-
lum for that year group and the expectations for the 
end of year.  The booklets also provide ideas of ways 
you can support your child at home. 
 
As part of next year’s school improvement plan, we 
will be looking to build on this work and look at ways 
to provide parents with more information about as-
pects of their child’s curriculum and ways to support 
their child at home.  

Shade Sail 
Thanks to the fundraising efforts of the Friends of 
Acresfield, we will be having a replacement shade sail 
installed at the end of April. The Friends will be con-
tributing £5000 towards the sail. Thank you to eve-
ryone who continues to support their work to ensure 
we can afford the ’extras’ that benefit our children 
and families. The children love performing on the 
stage at break times, in assemblies and in our school 
productions, so we are delighted it will soon be up and 
running again for them. Of course, it will also keep 
parents dry again at pick up time! 


