
Year 5 – Spring 2019 

Context for Learning: The Mayans 

  As writers we will: 

  Create a setting description                          
considering viewpoint  and mood  

 Share what has happened on a signifi-
cant day and  record this as two contrasting diary ex-
tracts   

  Write a letter to a friend sharing our plans for an                
exciting yet dangerous adventure 

 Recount events in the first person after                                    
completing a journey of a life time  

 Take on a journalistic style and report on key events 
in October 1901. 

 Let the reader know more by writing a narrative                
including flashbacks to the past.  

 Write a detailed autobiography about a  character’s 
life  

 Explain and write about the life cycle 
of a  flowering plant using causal                    
language 

  As historians and geologists we will: 

 Explore where the Mayans came from and show 

this on a map 

 Place key Mayan events on to a timeline and  

place them in chronological order  

 Understand what period of history the Mayans 

are from and compare and contrast this to other 

periods 

 Show the British Value Mutual respect 

when we enquire into the Mayan  cul-

ture and explain what their beliefs are  

 Understand why farming was so important to the 

Mayans using geographical language  

 Explore the Mayan calendar and number              

system that they designed and developed.  

 Interpret what led to the downfall of the            

Mayans and why there is so little evidence of this 

Hooks for Learning! 

-Explore the history of chocolate and have 
a visit from a chocolatier! (12.02.19) 

-Design and make our very own chocolate muffins in 
DT week. 

-Observe chicks develop and grow in the 
classroom over two weeks. (WB 25.02.19) 

-Learn more about life cycles from an             
expert visitor from Chester Zoo (13.03.19) 

- Learn how the Mayans would have searched 
for foods in the jungle  during forest school and                 
explore plant life cycles. (WB 25.02.19) 

As artists we will: 

 Explore weaving from Guatemala 

and  Mexico  

 Explore colour symbolism and 

understand how different areas have differ-

ent colours and symbols  

 Discuss how colour can affect the mood 

 Experiment with different colours and use 

layers of colour and overlays to create new 

colours and textures 

 Create our own weaving incorporating      

colour and pattern 

As PE we will: [Indoor Dance and Basketball] 

 Create and perform using a range of movement 

 Use traditional Mayan dance steps to create our own 

dances 

 Evaluate our own and others’  performances and look at 

ways to Improve it 

 Use skills and tactics for attacking and  defending 

 Apply basic rules for games 

 Work with others to organise and keep games going 

As Citizens we will: 

 Develop our independence and increase our                    

responsibility to keep safe  

 Explain what makes something a risk, a danger or a 

hazard 

 Recognise that risk is part of every day living 

 Know some of the risks and effects of legal and ille-

gal substances   

 Explore anti social behaviour and know how to han-

dle, challenge or respond to anti social or aggressive                     

behaviours 



  As Mathematicians we will use and apply our skills to: 

 Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one digit number using the formal written method of 

short division and interpret remainders appropriately for the context.  

 Identify multiples, factors and square numbers.  

 Interpret, read and complete tables and line graphs  

 Compare and order fractions whose denominators are multiples of the same number 

 Identify, name and write equivalent fractions of a given fraction 

 Recognise mixed numbers and improper fractions and convert from one to the other writing math-

ematical statements greater that 1 as a mixed number 

 Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator  

 Multiply proper fractions and mixed numbers by whole numbers supported by concrete resources 

and diagrams  

 Read and write decimal numbers as fractions  

 Read, write and order numbers with up to three decimal places.  

 Recognise and use thousandths and relate them to tenths, hundredths and decimal equivalents.  

 Round decimals with up to two decimal places to the nearest whole number 

 Multiply and divide whole numbers and those involving decimals by 10, 100 and 1000 

 Use all four operations to solve a range of problems involving measure and decimal notation.  

In RE we will: [Judaism and Christianity] 

 Explore Jewish beliefs  

 Understand that a synagogue is central to Jewish worship and              
explain why 

 Visit a Jewish synagogue and learn more about worship  

 Identify which stories from the Bible teach us about the kingdom of 
god  

 Look at the British value mutual respect for and tolerance 
of those with different faiths and beliefs when learning 
about both Judaism and Christianity.  

As Musicians we will: 

 Continue to learn further notes and read more 
music using our knowledge of notation  

 Play and perform as a band or as a soloist  

 Perform in front of an audience  

 Reflect on our own and others performances  

As PCs we will: 

 Build on our understanding of              
algorithms and continue to be                         
computational thinkers 

 Design and make our very own game using 
scratch.  

As Designers we will: 

 Research chocolate muffin                  
recipes  

 Use our product research to design our 
own chocolate muffins  

 Make our own chocolate muffins using 
chosen ingredients  

 Evaluate what we have made a suggest 
ways we could improve them further  

As Scientists we will: [Living things] 

 Explore different life cycles including animals and 

humans  

 Compare and explain the differences between life 

cycles  

 Research and compare gestation periods and look for patterns  

 Observe and explain changes in animals and humans as they 

grow  

 Look after incubated eggs and care for chicks when they hatch 

 Know the parts of a plant and understand the part that the            

flower plays in the life cycle of flowering plants including                  

pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal  

 Describe the life process of reproduction in some plants  

 


