
 

Mathematics 

• Beginning to represent number using fingers, marks on 
paper or pictures by drawing maps of our adventure 
stories, using hand gestures to tell a friend how many 
more steps to take and drawing a specific number of 
stripes/ spots on animals. 

• Shows an interest in representing number by acting out 
the adventure stories; how many footsteps/ how many 
places/ how many animals do you see? 

• Use shapes appropriately for tasks by creating our own 
shape bears and creating shape keys for our bear hunt/ 
jungle maps. 

• Beginning to talk about the shapes of everyday objects 
including ‘round’ and ‘tall’ by going on a ‘shape hunt’ 
around the school/ go on a bear hunt to find everyday 
objects with specific properties including a colour hunt. 
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Understanding the World 

• Shows an interest in different occupations 
by learning about the role of a zoo keeper 
with a possible visit from a Chester zoo 
Safari Ranger. 

• Talk about why things happen and how 
things work in relation to the weather; 
exploring ice and how bears stay warm. 

• Talk about some of the similarities and 
differences in relation to friends and family 
through celebrating Valentine’s Day (14th 
Feb) and ‘Chinese New Year’ (25th Jan). 

• Show an interest in cameras and mobile 

phones and learn how to use technology 
safely linking to ‘safer internet day’ (11th 
Feb). 
 

Literacy 

• Recognises rhythm in spoken words by learning the stories 
‘Walking through the jungle’, ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ and 
use musical instruments to explore the rhythm further. 

• Anticipate key events and phrases in rhymes and stories 
including going on story walks, using sensory bottles to re-tell 
the story and focus on the text ‘Brown bear, brown bear’. 

• Encourage interest in illustrations and print by re-telling and 
re-ordering stories in a range of ways including going on a 
‘illustration hunt’ to find illustrations from our focus texts. 

• Begin to give meaning to marks they draw and paint through a 
variety of mark making opportunities including marks in sand/ 
mud, creating bear hunt maps, creating animals 

• Shared writing opportunity-Invitation for a bear to visit our 
school (teddy bear picnic) 

 

Communication and Language 

• Follow directions such as hunting for 
everyday objects during ‘tidy up’ time 
and following instructions to go on a 
‘bear hunt’.  

• Show understanding of prepositions by 
exploring different ways to get through 
our ‘bear hunt’ obstacle course. 

• Encourage children to use more 
complex sentences to link thoughts by 
using ‘and’; opportunities during 
planning, review and show and tell. 

• Experiment with changing pitch, 
rhythm, and phrasing during story time 
and opportunities to talk about our own 
‘weekend adventures’.  

•  

Expressive Art and Design 

• Realise that tools can be used for a 
purpose and help ‘tame’ our ‘bear hunt’ 
including using scissors to cut the grass, 
rolling pins to flatten the snow and 
spades to remove the mud. 

• Use movement to express feelings by 
re-telling our focus texts 

• Create movement in response to our 
chosen music for each part of the story.  

• Explore how bears move and create 
bear dances/ shimmy against trees 

•  
 

Physical Development 

• Create ‘stairs’ to walk up and down. 
• Draws lines and circles using gross 

motor movements in a variety of 
textures including sand, water, mud, 
grass texture, snow texture. 

• Draw lines and circles to create our own 
maps to follow on our ‘jungle’/ ‘bear 
hunt’ adventures. 

• Continue to support children to gain 
more bowel and bladder control and to 
attend to their own toileting needs most 
of the time by themselves. (Turn toilets 
into our own ‘bear hunt’) 

• Moving in different ways to find a bear; 
wading, crawling, slithering, jumping, 
hopping. 

• Encourage children to become 
more independent during snack 
time and children to help 
prepare fruit by chopping and 
setting the table. 

•  

Personal, Social and Emotional 

• Become more outgoing towards 
unfamiliar people during safari ranger 
visit and more confident in new social 
situations during transition sessions 
with Tiger cubs 

• Invite parents to share ‘Christmas 
news’ and photographs to encourage 
children to communicate freely about 
own home and community 

• Support children to be aware of own 
feelings by having circle time 
‘feelings’ talks and discuss the word 
‘adventure’ linked to our emotions. 

• Continue to use the egg timer. 
• During planning time; initiate play 

offering cues to peers to join them. 
 

Let’s go on an Adventure! 

Ducklings Spring One Overview 

6th Jan- 14th Feb (6 weeks) 

 

 

 

Phonics focus: 

Aspects 1-4 phase one 


