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Reception – Spring 1 

Context for learning: Where is the coldest place 

on Earth? 

Literacy 

We will 
~ Attempt to write short sentences 

~ Begin to discuss the features of a sentence eg, finger 

spaces, full stops and capital letters 

~Begin to learn and apply digraphs from phase 3 letters and 

sounds 

~Continue to write lists, labels, signs & letters for different 

purposes  

~Begin to read simple sentences 

~Use vocabulary learnt from the different books we have 

looked at 

~Look at a range of information texts and begin to understand 

that information can be retrieved from books  

~Continue to encourage a love of books 

 

 

 Communication and Language 

We will 
~ Discuss celebrations we have been 

involved in and share our experiences 

with friends 

~ Continue to extend our vocabulary  

~ Use language to engage in role play, 

acting our different stories and 

experiences 

~Develop our concentration skills and 

play different listening games 

~Continue to listen to and respond to 

stories, beginning to answer questions 

about what we have heard  

 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

We will 
~ Explore marbelling to make winter 

pictures 

~Explore transient art to make winter 

pictures  

~Role play with different animals  

~Choose particular colour for a purpose 

~Use different medium to combine to 

create new effects 

~ Explore the different musical 

instruments and the sounds they make.  

Understanding the World 
We will 

~ Compare the weather in England to the weather 

in colder parts of the world 

~Discuss and compare artic animals and compare 

them to animals that live in other parts of the 

world  

~Carry out investigations and discuss our findings 

~Look at the explorer Ernest Shackleton 

~Use maps and globes to locate different parts of 

the world 

~Begin to understand how we get light from the 

sun 

~Explore shadows  

~ Explore freezing and melting  

 

Mathematics 

We will 
~ count objects and actions which cannot 

be moved 

~Count irregular amounts of objects 

~Use numbers up to 15 to count and order 

~Recognise numbers up to 15 

~Begin to understand estimating 

~Find 1 less than numbers to 15 

~Find the total number in 2 groups and use 

the language of more and less 

~ Begin to solve mathematical problems 

~Begin to use language related to money 

 

Physical Development 

We will 
~Continue to develop our pencil 

control, working towards the 

correct grip 

~Develop our ball skills, being 

able to throw, catch and kick 

accurately 

~Begin to think about the need 

for safety and consider and 

manage some risks 

~Continue to develop both gross 

and fine motor skills through a 

range of activities  

~Explore moving to music  

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

We will 
~ Follow our class and school rules 

~Understand our school values 

~Begin to think about how their 

actions can affect others and 

understand the importance of 

being kind 

~Talk about how different 

problems can be solved 

~ Discuss emotions and how to 

deal with different emotions 


