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Message from the Headteacher 
It has been a very exciting start to 2020. We have had a 
great first month, with lots to celebrate. Please have a read 
and keep up to date with life at Acresfield. 
 
The Oranutans and Jaguars took part in a Young Voices con-
cert at the M.E.N at the end of January. Along with 8000 oth-
er children across the North West, they sang their hearts 
out, across a range of musical genres, which included accompa-
nying pop legend Tony Hadley! [You may need to google him!]. 
The children were amazing, representing themselves and the 
school so well. All the staff were extremely proud of them. It 
was a memorable evening. Thank you to all the parents who 
came along to support them. 
 
Four Jaguars also took part in an Explore Learning maths competition recently, competing against other 
schools across the country. The children had two challenging puzzles to solve in a set period of time. Mrs 
Wynne was delighted with the approach of the Acresfield team, who only dropped two points, which 
meant they narrowly missed out on a place in the final. 
 
The whole school has been celebrating recently too, when we were chosen by Aldi as one of only twenty 
lucky schools in the country to win £20000 as part of their Kit for Schools campaign, which ran before 
Christmas. As a result of being selected, the children were treated to a visit by Team GB double gold 
medal winning cyclist Phil Hindes. Phil talked about his successes on the track and answered lots of ques-
tions from the children, ranging from his training routine to whether he had met the 
Queen!  
 
It was a great opportunity for the children to get up close to the gold medals he won 
from London 2012 and Rio 2016. It took us all back to 2012, when the Olympic Torch  

passed through Chester and was brought into school fol-
lowing the games for the children to see.  
 
Thank you to everyone who collected the stickers, which 
ensured we had over 600!  The money will be put towards 
the development of facilities for the children outside. We 
are looking to develop a larger artificial grass ar-
ea that the children can play on at break times 
and that a class can use during the day for P.E. 
lessons. The Friends are supporting this project, 
which will benefit all of the children across the 
school. We will keep you up to date with the pro-
gress of this work. 
 
Our Meerkats have been to Chester Zoo, as part 
of their topic learning about its history dating 
back to George Mottershead and the impact it has 
had in Upton. The children were able to further 
their understanding of the history of the zoo as 
well as get up close to lots of the animals there. A 

visit to the Meerkats enclosure proved to be of particular interest! 
 
We have also taken part in our first sporting events of the year at a basket-
ball competition and indoor athletics competition. The children performed 
amazingly well and were winners of the basketball tournamnent, beating 
Christleton in the final. Well done team; a great result! Although we do not win the indoor athletics, the 
team competed extremely well against much larger schools and finished sixth overall. Once 
again, all the staff involved in these events were extremely proud of the attitudes displayed by 
the children. They demonstrated super teamwork and were a credit to the school. 
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Friends 
The Friends have two spring events to launch their fund-
raising this year. First there is a Valentine’s disco on Feb-
ruary 13th, closely followed by an Easter Egg Hunt at the 
start of April. Look out for further details to help them 
raise funds to support our outdoor project. 
 
 
Attendance  
Our current attendance figure stands at 95.8% This has 
dipped slightly as a result of the different illnesses in 
school before Christmas. We expect to see this figure 
improve again in the coming weeks. 
 
 
Parking 
We have had some complaints from our neighbours re-
garding engines being left running while parents wait to 
collect their children. These have been reported to lo-
cal councillors too and our community police officers. 
Please can we ask that engines are switched off in such 
circumstances. Fines can be issued for this offence. 
Our parents have also asked that the ‘Keep Clear’ area 
at the end of Alwyn Gardens is not blocked, as it is pre-
venting cars from using it as a turning area. Thank you 
for your help with this. 
 
 
P.E. Kit 
Following on from my previous message, we are still 
seeing lots of children wearing a variety of clothes for 
P.E. rather than the P.E. kit outlined in our uniform list. 
This includes all sorts of multi-coloured clothing. Please 
can we ask that children have the correct P.E. kit in 
school. Our uniform list is available online. Thank you 
for your support with this. 
 
 
Curriculum Intent 
Over the last year, the staff have been working on re-
visions to our curriculum. As a result, new topics have 
been introduced in different year groups. Alongside 
this, a new curriculum intent has been produced which 
identifies seven key outcomes we would like for our 
children by the time they leave us. Please open the fol-
lowing link Curriculum Intent to read it in full. It is ac-
cessible on our website. Updates relating to how we are 
implementing our new curriculum will be given to par-
ents through the year.  

Finally 
What a super start we have had to 2020! It has been lovely to see individual children and the whole school 
rewarded for their hard work. We have received lots of positive press recently to reflect the excellent work 
going on in school. We are looking forward to building on this positive start over the rest of the year.  
 
 
Best wishes 
Mike Dixon [Headteacher] 

Diary Dates 
 
 
February 
3rd—Clubs begin 
4th—9am Parent class representatives meeting 
4th—12.15pm Pupil Parliament meeting 
5th—Penguins orienteering event at Delamere Forest 
7th—INSET day—school closed 
8th—Cross country Race 4 
11th—Safer Internet Day 
13th—Sikh visitor in Otter and Komodo Dragon classes 
13th—Netball competition 
13th—Friends’ disco 6pm Tiger Cubs, Meerkats, Penguins. 
7.00pm Otters, Komodo Dragons, orang-utans and Jaguars 
14th—End of half term 
 
24th—Children return 
27th—6pm Jaguar parents’ SATs meeting 
 
March 
4th-6th—Penguins Burwardsley residential 
17th –18th—Rory is back! 
19th—Abbey Gate Quiz 
20th—9.00am Meerkats class assembly followed by coffee 
for parents 
23rd—All clubs finish this week 
24th—Danny Jones tournament 
26th—Otters trip to the Liverpool World Museum 
31st—Parents’ evening 
 
April 
1st—Friends Easter Egg hunt 
2nd—Parents’ evening 
3rd—9.00am End of term celebration assembly 
3rd—End of term 
 
Children return Monday April 20th 
 
 
May 
1st—9am Otters’ class assembly followed by coffee for 
parents 
5th-7th—Komodo Dragons’ ARTS Education in a Multi-
Cultural Society [AEMS ] residential 
8th—BANK HOLIDAY SCHOOL CLOSED 
11th—14th KS2 SATs. Breakfast club from 8.15am 
22nd—9am Tiger Cubs class assembly followed by coffee 
parents 
22nd—End of half term 
 
Children return Monday June 1st. 
 
 
June 
8th—Meerkats Phonics screen check  
15th—Komodo Dragons times table check 
 
 
 

http://www.acresfield.cheshire.sch.uk/our-curriculum

