
 

Mathematics 

Use number names spontaneously during play based 

learning.  Show curiosity about numbers by offering 

comments and asking questions.  Begin to have a 

number of the week beginning with numbers 1-5. 

Shows an interest in shape and space by playing with 

shapes or making arrangements with objects including 

making 2D scarecrows after reading ‘The Scarecrows 

wedding’.  Recognise and describe similarities/ 

differences in shapes and size of vegetables/ conkers/ 

leaves. Make repeated patterns by printing using 

natural found objects. 

 

Understanding the World 

Opportunities for discussion around our natural world by 
exploring vegetables, conkers, acorns 
Learn about the Jewish festival Sukkot (wc 13th October-
Harvest) 
Show an interest in the lives of people who are familiar to 
them by discussing family/ home/ how our body and 
features are different. 
Halloween themed activities discussing traditions. 
Research how to make vegetable soup or other recipes 
using the IWB 
Photographs of our family to go on wall in home corner 

Shows an interest in technological toys Learn about 

Ducklings including where they live, what they eat and 

what they look like. Read the ugly duckling 

 

Literacy 

Enjoy experimenting with different mark making 

opportunities including printing, collage, painting, 

drawing and using chalk. Opportunities include spells and 

potions for Halloween, fireworks and recipes for 

vegetable soup.  

Text focus: ‘Rosie’s Walk’, ‘The little red hen’  and 

variety of nursery rhymes; listen with attention and 

recall.  Learn how to handle our books carefully. Listen to 

and join in with stories and poems including books about 

starting school and what makes us special.  Listen and 

explore books about Harvest noticing similarities in 

illustrations such as leaf colour or type of animals. 

3.  

Communication and Language 

Listen to and join in with nursery 

rhymes. Listen to the story Rosie’s walk 

with increasing attention and recall. 

Introduce ‘Plan, Do, Review’ and ‘Show 

and tell’ (initially talking tubs) to 

encourage listening to others. To 

understands use of objects in our 

environment including scissors during 

craft activities. To retell a simple past 

event in the correct order by talking 

about our families and summer holidays. 

Talk about our families and what makes 

them special. Begin to understand 

prepositions through the story Rosie’s 

Walk. 

1.  

Expressive Art and Design 

Sing a few familiar songs by joining in 

with nursery rhymes and using our 

bodies to add sounds. Explore how 

colours can be changed when painting 

self- portraits. Beginning to construct 

including creating props for Rosie the hen 

to go on her walk such as a ‘mill’ or a 

‘bridge’ to cross the pond. To build 

stories around toys, in particular farm 

animals linking to ‘Rosie’s walk’ and ‘Old 

Macdonald’. To use available resources 

to create props to support role play. Role 

play opportunities include: ‘Talk like a 

pirate day’ on 19th September and 

‘world space week’ 4th Oct 

2.  

 

Physical Development 

Moving freely with pleasure and 

confidence including joining in with PE 

sessions, Yoga and making obstacle courses 

to travel over, under, crawling, slithering 

and jumping like ‘Rosie’s Walk’. 

Negotiating space carefully during running 

games including ‘What’s the time Mr Fox?’ 

Beginning to understand that equipment 

and tools have to be used safely. Manage 

washing and drying of hands independently 

Opportunities to set up snack and to chop/ 

taste a variety of vegetables to make 

vegetable soup. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

To select and use activities and resources 

with help following picture labels. 

To begin to understand how different 

areas of our environment should be used 

differently such as being quiet in the 

reading corner. 

Welcomes and values praise by sharing 

‘wow’ moments 

Begin to accept the need of others by 

using the egg timer to share. 

Demonstrates friendly behaviour towards 

new Ducklings and staff. 

 

Nursery Autumn One Overview 

2nd September- 23rd  October 
(8wks) 

 

 

Phonics focus: Aspect 1 & 2 
 
 

 


