
Acresfield News 
March 2021 

01244 257350 
 

Message from the Headteacher 
Well here we are at the end of the spring term. And what a term it has been! It has been a real rollercoaster for every-
one and I am sure the children are ready for a rest and a chance to relax and enjoy what we hope will be some sunny 
spring weather. 
 

I want to start this newsletter by celebrating the super things that have taken place in the last four 
weeks, since we reopened fully for all children. Please have a read and share the wonderful learning 
that has taken place. 
 
Our Ducklings have been getting close to nature during the last few weeks. They have closely ob-
served tadpoles emerging from frogspawn and carefully handled some chicks that have been in 
school, as part of the Orangutans’ science work. The Ducklings have also enjoyed a spring walk look-
ing for signs of spring and it has been great seeing them enjoying their outside learning area. 
 

 
Our Tiger Cubs have also been out and about since their return to school. They 
have visited the new Owl’s Nest and explored the woodland trail to see the 
work completed during the closure. They have also had the chance to develop 
their early cycling skills, using our balance bikes to de-
velop their balance and coordination. In class they 
have set up a farm shop and looked at two books in 
particular, ‘Handa’s Surprise’ and ‘Farmer Duck’ to 
compare farms in two different countries. This has led 
to the children producing some lovely artwork. 
 

Our Meerkats had an exciting return to school with a special United Kingdom day, when they 
were able to enjoy some traditional music, dance and food from across the four nations. The 
children also developed their map reading skills, as they located the countries and capital cities. 
They are now UK experts! 
 
Our Penguins have also had an exciting return, as they finally had the chance to begin their uku-
lele lessons. There are some super sounds coming from Penguin class! The children have also 
spent some time in the Owl’s Nest during their forest school sessions, which included map read-
ing, making clay models and building bird houses. The class has also been investigating some 
strange goings on around the school, allegedly linked to a mysterious dragon! [Only visible 
to children!] 
 
Our Otters have been extremely studious since returning, as they became historical detec-
tives investigating the ancient Egyptian pyramids.  They have used different sources of evi-
dence to find out about them and how they were built. This has led to them designing and 
constructing their own cart in design technology, to transport the stones that were used to 
construct the pyramids. In science, the children have been building magnetic games to 

demonstrate the principles of magnetism. A very busy class indeed! 
 
Our Komodo Dragons have been a very proactive and conscientious group of children, as they have 
looked into ways to reduce our carbon footprint. They have then made posters to remind others of 
the different ways they can take responsibility for the planet too. As part of this work, they wrote 
letters to the Coral Leaf Foundation expressing their gratitude for the work they have done in pro-
tecting the reef. They were then able to link this work to their art, as they explored Banksy’s politi-
cal messages in his artwork, which allowed the children to create their own piece linked 
to issues involving the planet. A very creative return to school for the Komodo Dragons! 
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The Busy Bees have also had an exciting return to school, with their focus on Jack and the Bean-
stalk. The children have created an enormous 3D map, which plotted the route of the giant as he 
arrived in town. The work inspired some super writing, as the children created newspaper reports 
and diaries linked to the story. 
 
Our Orangutans have been looking at the true story of Annie Edson Taylor, the woman  who 
launched herself over Niagara falls in a barrel and survived! Based on the book ‘Queen of the Falls’, 
the children have written letters, in character, and explored the different 
issues raised by her feat.  In addition, the Orangutans have been in the 

Owl’s Nest linked to their work on the Mayans. They have created Mayan clay figures and 
developed their whittling skills. It has been a busy and exciting return for the Orangutans. 
 
Our Jaguars have also been busy and creative on their return to school. The children have 
been learning about aspects of World War 2, which has included looking at different war 

artists and creating their own work. Working in teams, they have also designed a burglar 
alarm to prevent spies from stealing code breakers. This week the children are creating videos 
to promote Acresfield Academy. A very busy time for the Jaguars! 
 
It has been a super return to school and a pleasure to see all the children across the school 
engaging in their learning again. 

 
Easter Work  
Work will begin on our roof just after the Easter break, 
both internally and externally.  The work forms part of the 
condition improvement fund grant that the Trust success-
fully applied for on behalf of the school.  

 
Easter Holiday Club 
I am pleased to say our holiday club will be running next 
week. We look forward to seeing the children in school 
enjoying some fun activities across the week. It is not too 
late to book. Please contact the office to see if we have 
any availability. Please email:  
admin@acresfieldacademy.org.uk or call 01244257350.  
 

INSET Day 
Please don’t forget we have an INSET day on Monday April 
19th. The children will be able to return to school on Tues-
day April 20th. 

 
Finally 
Thank you for all of your support during such a difficult term. It has been great to see all of the children back in school, 
with smiley faces enjoying their learning and each other. On behalf of everyone at Acresfield, I would like to wish you all 
a wonderful Easter. I hope you are able to enjoy the increased freedoms available to everyone and spend some time 
with family and friends.  We look forward to seeing you all back in school on Tuesday April 20th.  
 
Best wishes 
Mike Dixon  
[Headteacher] 
 

Diary Dates 
 

April 
19th—INSET day school closed. 
20th—Children return to school 
21st—Ducklings forest school sessions begin 
23rd—Swimming resumes for the Orangutans 
26th— Meerkats forest school sessions begin  

 
May 
3rd—Bank holiday school closed 
5th—Tempest class photographs 
10th—Jaguars’ bikeability 
13th—10.00am class reps meeting [remote] 
14th—Pyjamarama day for the Tiger Cubs, Meerkats and Penguins 
25th—Ukulele concert on the stage for Penguin Parents [recording tak-
en] 
25th and 27th—Parents’ evenings. Details to follow. 
28th—End of half term 

 
Children return Monday June 7th  
 


