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Message from the Headteacher 
First of all I would like to welcome you all back. The term has started in a very positive manner and I would like to thank 
everyone for your support with this. In addition, on behalf of all the staff, I would like to thank you for the gifts and mes-
sages of thanks at the end of the summer term. They were greatly appreciated, at the end of what had been a very chal-
lenging term. We are delighted that everyone is back this term and settling into their new classes so well. Although we 
are unable to hold the full range of events that would normally happen in the autumn term, this newsletter celebrates 
the different things that have been going on across the school. So we hope you enjoy reading through it to keep up to 
date with our news and to celebrate with us. 
 

Welcome to our new children in Ducklings and Tiger Cubs.  It has been lovely to see the 
children settle so well into school. Some of our Tiger Cubs have had some time at school 
in Duckling class last year, but for many of our new starters, it has been their first time 
here, as no summer visits were allowed. We are looking forward to getting to know the 
children and seeing their development over the coming years.  
 
The children have been busy across the school voting for their new Prime Minister and 
Deputies. Our Jaguars, who put their names forward for these roles, produced some 
wonderfully entertaining video clips outlining why they should be elected. They were 
great—really innovative and fun. Well done Jaguars. It was a close fought battle, but I am 
delighted to announce our new Prime Minister is Edith Carr and her deputies are Nicole 
Hackett and Ralphie Cross. Well done to the winners and 
thank you to all the children who put themselves forward. 
 
Our Jaguars have also been very busy organising a fund-
raising event for MacMillan. Despite the restrictions in 
place, meaning they were unable to hold a coffee after-

noon, the children were extremely keen to ensure that some fundraising was able to take 
place. This included a sponsored silence and remote bake-off! As a result of their endeav-
ours, the amount raised has just edged over £500.  Thank you to everyone for baking, 
donating and supporting this event. A massive well done to the Jaguars! 
 
Our Busy Bees have settled well too. Mrs Roberts has been extremely impressed with the 
children on their return to school. This term they are busy learning about super heroes, 
including real life ones. As you can see in the accompanying photograph, that includes 
firefighters, who they hope will be able to make a visit to see them soon. 
 
The children have also been maximising their opportunities for learning outside, enjoying 
the super weather we have had at the start of the term and making the most of the new sports pitch. 
All of which is nicely illustrated by the Meerkats during their P.E. lesson. 
 

Bubble Closure 
While we all hope there is no need for any remote learning in the future, we are making plans in or-
der to be fully prepared, should any bubble be sent home as a result of a positive case of COVID-19. 
As such, we have set up Google Classroom. This platform will enable communication between home 
and school. Work can be uploaded and live lessons carried out. In preparation, your child will be re-
ceiving a unique log-in and instructions on how to access Google Classroom. Please can you spend a short amount of 
time familiarising yourselves with the system. We will be getting everyone used to it by sending homework home 
through the platform. Please can you also inform the school if you do not have a device at home for your child to access 
Google Classroom. We need to be ready to be able to implement this system at short notice, so please help us 
by ensuring you are ready at home too. Many thanks. 
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Wellies and Waterproofs 
Thank you for your support to ensure your child has wellies and 
waterproofs in school. The weather is turning more autumnal now, 
but we want to get the children outside, enjoying the fresh air and 
using all of the playground and field. Wellie racks have been 
bought to ensure the children can store them safely. 
 
 

Attendance  

Although our attendance is slightly lower than normal at this time 
of the year, I am pleased overall with everyone’s commitment to 
ensuring their child is back in school. As we move into the colder 
months, when the range of coughs and colds will increase, please 
refer to the Public Health guidance regarding COVID-19 symptoms 
and whether you need to get a test for your child.  
 

 
Parent Class Representatives 
I am planning to hold remote parent class representative meetings 
this year. The next one is planned for November 5th.  
 

 
Academy Status 
As you know, the school joined North West Academies Trust last October. Some of the work with the Trust was put on hold, as 
a result of the lockdown. However, this year, we are looking to continue to develop our work with them and to ensure there 
are continued benefits for our children. We will, during the year, be changing our name to officially reflect our academy status, 
so that we are known as Acresfield Academy. I am also pleased to say that a bid, compiled by the Trust, for improvements to 
our roof, has been successful. The DfE has agreed to fund it and we hope to begin work next spring. 
 
 

Friends 
Sadly, I have to inform you that three of our Friends’ committee have stepped down from their roles. As a result, we will be 
losing our Chair, Sam Winning and committee members Jo Thompson and Nicky Laing. I would like to thank them for all of 
their hard work and support for the school over a number of years. We do all greatly appreciate the work of the Friends, as 
they freely give up their time to raise much needed funds for the school. You will all be missed!  
 
As there are no events planned at the moment, I am going to put on hold any handover or elections for a new Chair and com-
mittee members. It is something we will return to later in the year, so please have a think if it is something you feel you would 
be interested in. When our COVID-19 restrictions have been removed, we will look to get the Friends back up and running.  
 
 

Finally 
Once again, I would like to thank you all for your support at the start of the year. We have tried to make life as close to normal 
as possible, while ensuring important health and safety measures are in place, to reduce the risk of the virus being able to 
spread. Without everyone’s support, it would not be successful. So thank you! Parents’ evening letters went home this week, 
so please complete the slip and ensure you understand the systems we are putting in place, to support its safe running.  
 
 

Best wishes 
Mike Dixon  
[Headteacher] 

Diary Dates 
 
October 
9th—#Helloyellow Day—wear a splash of yellow day. 
20th—Parents’ evening 
21st—Ducklings’ parents’ afternoon 
22nd—Parents’ evening 
23rd—INSET Day school closed 
26th—30th –half term holiday 
 
November 
2nd—INSET Day school closed 
5th—Parent Class Representatives’ meeting 9.30am 
11th,12th,16th—Rory is back! Our artist in residence 
18th—Ducklings parents’ afternoon 
 
December 
14th—The Elf and Safety Christmas Show 
18th—End of term.  
 
January 2021 
4th— INSET Day—school closed 
5th—Children return 


