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Message from the Headteacher 
Well here we are in the final half term of the school year. I can’t quite believe we have arrived here.  It has been a chal-
lenging year again for everyone as a result of the pandemic, the effects of which I know are still being felt by so many 
people. We are, as we keep hearing, heading towards a more normal life and as a result a more normal school life, but 
we are not quite there yet, which I know is frustrating for everyone and looks likely to continue for a little while yet. You 
will see in this newsletter though, the range of opportunities for the children is increasing and it has been great to see 
the children enjoying a variety of trips out of school and visitors coming into school. So please have a read and keep in 
touch with life at Acresfield. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
We were delighted to share some music in an open air mini concert with Penguin parents just before half term. The chil-
dren performed three songs and were fantastic! Their teacher informed me that they are the youngest group he has 
taught the ukulele to and he has been extremely impressed with their progress. Well 
done Penguins and thank you to everyone who was able to attend the concert. 
 
Our Penguins have also started the half term in an exciting way, as they have spent 
two days at Burwardsley as part of their revised residential. The children enjoyed two 
gloriously sunny days, exploring the area, building dens, orienteering and toasting 
marshmallows on the camp fire. Mr Dewey, Miss Nichols and Miss Pavia reported on 
how much the children gained from the trip, both socially and academically, to support 
their learning in class.  Well done again Penguins! 
 

Our Komodo Dragons were not able to visit Greece, as part of 
their curriculum work, much to Miss Furness’ disappointment! 
However, Ancient Greece did visit the children, at the start of 
the half term, in the form of an all day, hands on, interactive 
workshop. The children were able to explore the lives of a 
wealthy Athenian lady and a Spartan warrior. This was done 
through a variety of creative means, which included drama and 
exploring artefacts.  The children also developed their under-
standing of democracy and had the chance to put it into action 
by voting on where they would have preferred to live. 
 
Forest school has begun for our Tiger Cubs and Jaguars too. The 
Jaguars topic this term, ‘Born Survivor’ lends itself well to their 
outdoor forest school sessions, as the children learn how to fend 
for themselves. This has included creating water filters and ac-
quiring water from trees. They will make their own food and 
build shelters. The Tiger Cubs are learning to care for the out-
side , understanding what it means to show respect for nature. 
They will then be using natural materials to build a den as part of 
30 days wild month. 

 
Just before half term, the Jaguars also took part in their bikeability training, when they 
had the chance to develop their cycling skills, road safety awareness and confidence on 
the roads. Well done Jaguars! Our Otters visited Chester Zoo this week, as part of their 
Rainforest topic. The children took part in a rainforest workshop, visited the tropical realm to see the type of animals 
that live in such a habitat and then explored the ape enclosure, which links to their literacy work. The children had a su-
per day! 
 
Further trips are planned in the coming weeks for other classes in the school. I would like to thank all of the staff and our 
parent volunteers, for working hard to arrange these trips and ensure they run successfully, despite the re-
strictions, to enable the children to finish the year with some super experiences and long lasting memories.  
 

https://ats-cheshirewest.jgp.co.uk/vacancies
https://ats-cheshirewest.jgp.co.uk/vacancies?ga_client_id=bd146813-6db8-423a-b8d7-0dfeb08d94ed
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Roof Work 
The work has progressed well both externally and inside the building. The classrooms work has been completed and the 
four rooms look great with their new ceilings and LED lighting. The hall and corridor ceilings have also been renewed, 
with new LED lighting too. Outside, the roofing work is near completion, with no more than two more weeks of work 
expected. Thank you to all of our families for putting up with the inconvenience caused by the work.   
During the summer, further improvements to the car park will be made, along with new floor coverings throughout the 
school and redecoration. All of this work will be funded from the grant. When we return in the autumn, the building will 
almost look like new! 
 
Classes Next Year 
Plans are being finalised regarding the class teachers for next year. Parents and children will be informed in the coming 
days and opportunities for the children to meet their new teacher and see their new learning space will be provided be-
fore the end of the term. 
 
Parking 
We have received a few complaints recently regarding parking around the school. Please take care when parking and 
show consideration to our neighbours. Additional community police officer patrols will be taking place. 
 
Volunteer Reader 
Can you spare a few hours a week to become a reading helper at our school?   

Our school is working with a charity called Coram Beanstalk to recruit and train volunteer reading helpers who can spare 
an afternoon or two a week to come in to school. As a reading helper you would hold reading sessions with some of our 
children on a one-to-one basis, giving those that need it extra support to practise reading skills outside of the classroom.  
For more information or if you want to apply online, visit the website at www.corambeanstalk.org.uk and complete an 
application form. 
 

Questionnaire 
If you haven’t had the chance to complete the short questionnaire that was sent home before the half term holiday, 
please could you spare a couple of minutes to complete it. It is attached again to this email. It will provide us with an un-
derstanding of how parents would like to carry our various meetings in the next academic year. 
 

Summer Holiday Club 
As you will have seen, we are unfortunately unable to run our summer holiday club this year due to low uptake. There was on 
average just four children booked per day. We have been able to signpost parents to St.Martin’s Academy, who form part of 

North West Academies Trust. Please click on the following 
booking link.  https://forms.gle/7BiTvoW81C4RmUea9   

 

Finally 
It has been great to see the children enjoying the rich array of 
opportunities available to them again in the last few weeks of 
the school year. These provide so many benefits for the chil-
dren, not just in terms of their learning, but also their person-
al and social development.  We know the children have many 
learning gaps, as a result of the pandemic, but they also have 
many social and emotional gaps, that are so important for 
their development. The experiences outlined in this news-
letter and others that are planned for before the end of the 
school year, will help to plug some of these gaps and provide 
much needed opportunities for fun and social interaction.   
 
I hope you have an enjoyable weekend. Thank you 
for your ongoing support. 
 
M.Dixon [Headteacher] 

Diary Dates 
 

Children return Monday June 7th  
 
June 
7th—Fledglings hours change from 7.50am-6.00pm 
7th—Footballl club to begin for Otters and Komodo Dragons 
8th—Digital Wizard club to begin 
7th, 8th—Penguins’ Burwardsley trip 
9th-10th—Rory, our artist in residence returns. 
10th—Otters trip to Chester Zoo 
10th-11th—Orangutans’ canoeing residential 
14th—Meerkats’ trip to Norton Priory 
24th—Busy Bees trip to Norton Priory 
 
July 
8-9th—Jaguars’ canoeing residential 
16th—End of year reward day—details to follow ……… 
21st—End of school year 
 
Children return Tuesday September 2nd 

http://www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk/
http://www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/7BiTvoW81C4RmUea9

