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Message from the Headteacher 
So here is my final newsletter of the year.  We have made it, just, to the end of another year and what a year it has been. As 
you will have seen in my recent communication, it has been a tricky end to the school year for our Jaguars and Ducklings and 
their families. Other families across the school have also been dealing with the impact of COVID-19. I think the holiday has ar-
rived in timely fashion, to provide a complete contact break for everyone. We hope 
that anyone affected by COVID-19 only has mild symptoms and is back to full health 
soon. Despite the challenges, the staff have worked hard to ensure there have been 
some positive experiences for the children at the end of the term, so please have a 
read to keep up with our news.  
 
Our Meerkats have been extremely busy outside of the classroom. As part of their 
Bee Aware topic, the children have been learning in science about the habitats of 
bees and the sort of environments that attract them. The Meerkats have then trans-
formed our garden area, digging up weeds and planting some new plants. The chil-
dren were incredibly enthusiastic about the project and are looking forward to see-
ing their plants grow over the coming weeks. If there is a parent, who is interested in running a 
gardening club in the autumn, please let us know. 
 
Our Komodo Dragons and Meerkats had a special visitor recently. The Meerkats learnt about 
Louis Braille earlier in the year and the Komodos have been learning about disability linked to the 
Paralympics. To develop the children’s understanding of overcoming barriers through resilience 
and determination, a partially sighted visitor came to talk to the children about his experiences. 
The children gained a really good insight as to how this person could still access virtually all of the 
opportunities available to fully sighted people, apart from being able to drive. The children learnt 
a lot and gained a great insight into how to deal with personal challenges. 
 
Our Orangutans and Jaguars have taken part in a canoeing expedition, as part of our residential 
programme. The children had to take responsibility for planning their own meal, preparing it, 
cooking it and clearing away afterwards. This was after they spent the day canoeing along the 
Shropshire canal. Not only that, they had to put their tents up before they could finally relax and 
enjoy a night under the stars. A super character building expedition! 
 
We were delighted to welcome Rory back at the start of the half term, our artist in residence. He 
worked with different classes across the school, to support the development of the children’s key 
art skills. Work will be added to our art gallery, which we hope parents will be able to see in the 
autumn. 
 
Our Busy Bees visited Norton Priory at the end of June. The children had a fantastic time explor-
ing the gardens, making their own newspaper plant pot, planting a seed and making a beeswax 
candle. Mrs Roberts and Mrs Walsh were delighted with the children’s enthusiasm for learning. A 

successful final school trip for Mrs Roberts! 
 
It has been great to see all of the children enjoy their sports 
days too this term. Somehow, we have managed to dodge 
most of the downpours and with the Penguins still to come, we 
are delighted that every class has been able to complete their 

day with parents in attendance.  
 
The children have taken part in a range of 
competitive and fun activities, which I am 
sure included some water filled balloons 
for some children! A super way to end the 
school year! Thank you to everyone for 
supporting it. 

 

https://ats-cheshirewest.jgp.co.uk/vacancies?ga_client_id=bd146813-6db8-423a-b8d7-0dfeb08d94ed
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Meetings Survey Results 
Thank you to everyone who completed our short survey regarding meetings next year. The results are below and will be 
used to inform how we run meetings next year. [A total of 39 responses] 
Parents evening:                 face to face 85%:     remotely 10%:       don’t mind: 8% 
Transition meetings:          face to face 67%       remotely: 5%:        don’t mind: 31% 
Curriculum workshops:     face to face 41%       remotely: 13%:      don’t mind: 49% 
Residential meetings:        face to face 25%       remotely: 13%:      don’t mind: 64% 
   
Staff Goodbyes 
We are saying goodbye to two long standing members of staff at the end of the year. Firstly Mrs Roberts, who has been 
at the school for an amazing 25 years. Mrs Roberts started in Year 2 before taking charge of our resource provision, 
which was originally designated as a speech and language unit. Mrs Roberts has ensured that inclusion is at the heart of 
our work and has worked closely with lots of our children, families and staff in order to support them in enabling the 
children to access a full curriculum. Mrs Roberts is looking forward to spending time with her grandchild who is a recent 
addition to the family.  
 
Secondly we say farewell to Mr Pritchard, our school caretaker. He is retiring after 14 years at Acresfield. Mr Pritchard 
has ensured that each day during this time our building is a safe place for everyone to come to and learn in. He has 
worked hard, often at unsociable hours to ensure the school is opened and locked safely each day. Mr Pritchard is look-
ing forward to some holidays in the sun, as soon as restrictions allow. 
 
We wish both members of staff a very happy retirement and would like to thank them for their hard work over so many 
years on behalf of all of our families. 
 
We will also be saying farewell to Miss Norris. Miss Norris has been here for the last year to cover a maternity leave.  We 
wish her well in her new post and thank her for navigating so well through a very tricky year. 
 

Staff Arrivals 
We are looking forward to welcoming some new staff to Acresfield in the autumn. Miss Harper-Lea will be our new year 
Otters teacher. Mrs Goodwin will be taking over from Mrs Roberts as our Busy Bees teacher and school inclusion manag-
er. We also welcome Mrs Nesbitt who will be replacing Mr Pritchard as our new site maintenance officer. Mrs Edwards 
and Mrs lamb will also be returning from their maternity leaves. I am sure you will all make them welcome in the new 
term. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Finally 
Thank you to all of our families for your support again dur-
ing the last, very challenging, academic year. It has been a 
very memorable year, if not for all the right reasons. One 
outstanding positive memory is the way everyone adapted 
so readily to remote learning, children, teachers and par-
ents. A tough time for everyone and hopefully one we nev-
er have to return to, but thank you for dealing with it so 
well. We wish all of our families leaving us in the summer 
all the best for the future. Thank you for your support over 
so many years. We hope everyone is able to enjoy the 
summer, probably somewhere in the UK, so let’s hope we 
get some lazy, cray, hazy days of summer that provide us 
all with a chance to enjoy relaxed times with our families 
and recharge our batteries.  
 

Best wishes, 
M.Dixon  
[Headteacher] 

Diary Dates 
 

September 
1st—INSET day—school closed 
2nd — Children return 
8th—Jaguars’ Meet the Teacher meeting details to follow 
9th—Meet the teacher meetings Y1-Y5 details to follow 
17th—Welcome b-b-q Ducklings and Tiger Cub families 
 
October  
19th and 21st—Parents’ evenings 
22nd—INSET day—school closed 
22nd—End of half term 
 
November  
1st—INSET day—school closed 
2nd—Children return 
4th—10.00am Parent class representatives meeting 
 
December 
17th—End of term 


