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Skills we will 
develop are… 

Map reading 

Digital mapping 
using google maps 

Use eight points of 
a compass 

Grid referencing  

Comparing  

Observing  

Fieldwork  

Vocabulary 

mountains A large natural elevation of the earth’s surface  

volcanoes a mountain or hill, typically having a crater or vent through, which lava, rock fragments, 
hot vapour, and gas are or have been erupted from the earth's crust. 

Human 
features 

Things such as language, religion, political systems, economic systems, and population 
distribution 

Physical 
features 

include landforms, climate, soils, and natural sources of water  

Latitude  the angular distance of a place north or south of the earth's equator 

Longitude  the angular distance of a place east or west of the Greenwich meridian 

Equator  an imaginary line around the middle of a planet.  It is halfway between the North Pole and 
the South Pole, at 0 degrees’ latitude.  An equator divides the planet into a Northern 
Hemisphere and a Southern Hemisphere.  

Northern 
hemisphere 

The Northern Hemisphere is the half of Earth that is north of the Equator. 

Southern 
Hemisphere  

The Southern Hemisphere is the half of Earth that is south of the Equator. 

Tropics of 
Cancer  

The Tropic of Cancer is the most northern latitude on the Earth where the sun can appear 
directly overhead. 

Tropics of 
Capricorn  

The Tropic of Capricorn is the most southern latitude on the Earth where the sun can 
appear directly overhead. 

Arctic and 
Antarctic 

circle 

The Arctic and Antarctic Circles are very important on Earth maps. The Arctic Circle is at a 
latitude of 66.5 degrees north of the Equator. This imaginary circle is the southernmost 
latitude in the Northern Hemisphere where the sun can remain above or below the 
horizon for 24 hours (June 21st and December 21st) 

Prime and 
Greenwich 
Meridian  

The prime meridian is the imaginary line that divides Earth into two equal parts: The 
Eastern Hemisphere and the Western Hemisphere. The prime meridian is also used as the 

basis for the world's time zones. The prime meridian appears on maps and globes. It is 
the starting point for the measuring system called longitude. 

Tectonic 
plates 

 the earth is divided into a small number of plates which float on and travel independently 
over the mantle and much of the earth's activity occurs at the boundaries of these plates. 

Natural Disasters 

Earthquakes  a sudden violent shaking of the ground, typically 
causing great destruction, as a result of movements 
within the earth's crust or volcanic action. 

Tsunamis  a series of waves caused by earthquakes or 
undersea volcanic eruptions. As the waves travel 
inland, they build up to higher and higher heights. 

Wild Fires an Uncontrolled fire which breaks out in 
a Natural Environment 

Floods when water overflows or soaks land that is normally 
dry. 

hurricane A hurricane is a large rotating storm with high 
speed winds that forms over warm waters in 
tropical areas. 

Volcanic 
eruptions  

when magma is released from a volcano. Volcanic 
eruptions can be quite calm and effusive, or they 
can be explosive 

Drought   is an event of prolonged shortages in the water 
supply 

Tornado  is a violently rotating column of air that is in contact 
with the surface of the earth and a thunderstorm in 
the atmosphere. Tornadoes occur where warm, 
humid air collides with cold, dry air 


