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Key concepts: Physical Geography 

North America Biome 

Geography Vocabulary 

Biomes A community of plants and animals that have common 
characteristics for the environment that they are from.  

Climate zones Divisions of the earth’s climates according to temperature and 
rain fall.  

Vegetation 
belts  

All ground cover by plants  

Human 
features 

Things such as language, religion, political systems, economic 
systems, and population distribution 

Physical 
features 

include landforms, climate, soils, and natural sources of water  

Topographical  describes the physical features of an area of land. These 
features typically include natural formations such as 
mountains, rivers, lakes, and valleys 

Sustain   to support something or keep it going 

North 
America 

 The third largest continent and bordered by the Atlantic 
Ocean, North America is dominated by its three largest 
countries: Canada, Mexico, and the United States.  

Central 
America 

Technically part of North America, this strip of land contains 
seven countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Belize, Nicaragua, Panama and Honduras 

South 
America  

 is the fourth largest continent in size and the fifth largest in 
population. It is located primarily in the southern hemisphere. 
It is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean to the east and the Pacific 
Ocean to the west. 

Continent  A continent is a massive area of land that is separated from 
others by water or other natural features. There are 
seven continents on Earth and together they cover one third of 
the world, with the oceans covering the other two thirds. 

Biomes 

Forest 
Biome  

a broad term used to describe areas where there are a large number of trees. 
Depending on the type of trees in that area forests can be further divided into five 
main categories. These are: coniferous forest, deciduous forest, mixed 
leaved forest, Mediterranean forest, and tropical rainforests. 

Desert 
Biome  

 is a landscape form or region that receives very little precipitation. 
Generally deserts are defined as areas that receive an average annual precipitation 
of less than 250 mm  

Tundra 
Biome  

 is the coldest of all the biomes. Tundra comes from the Finnish word tunturia, 
meaning treeless plain. It is noted for its frost-moulded landscapes, extremely low 
temperatures, little precipitation, poor nutrients, and short growing seasons. 

Grassland 
Biome  

are large, rolling terrains of grasses, flowers and herbs.  

Taiga 
Biome 

is the world’s largest biome. The main features of the taiga are its evergreen 
forests of needle-leafed trees. Although this biome is not as harsh as the tundra, 
all its plants and animals have evolved to survive the taiga’s long, snowy winters. 

Key Skills we will develop… 

Digital mapping  Comparing Observing 


