History Curriculum Organiser: knowledge and skills

Autumn Term: The Mayans

Year 4

Key Vocabulary
Astronomy

Merchant
Mesoamerica
Theory
Artefacts
Belief
Sacrifice
Ancient
civilization
Glyph
Itzamna
Cenote
Cacao
Temple

Key Concepts

Astronomy is one of the oldest sciences in the world. The study
of astronomy involves all of the objects outside Earth's atmosphere. These
include the sun, Moon, planets, stars, galaxies, and all other matter in the
universe. People known as astronomers have studied these objects for
thousands of years.
These Mayans travelled to different cities selling their goods. They may have
sold items such as jewellery, clothes, jade, or animals for food.
The geographical region we now know as Central America, used to describe
the area where ancient civilisations, such as the Maya, lived.
An idea or belief about something that has happened but has not yet been
proven.
A historical object made by humans that can tell us about the past.
A strong thought that something is true that cannot often be tested or proven.
A religious activity in Maya culture, involving the killing of humans or animals,
or bloodletting by members of the community, in rituals led by priests.
Ancient civilization refers specifically to the first settled and stable
communities that became the basis for later states, nations, and empires.
Other useful vocabulary
Were symbols to represent words, sounds, or objects. By putting
several glyphs together, the Maya wrote sentences and told stories.
The most important Maya god was Itzamna. Itzamna was the god of fire who
created the Earth. He was ruler of heaven as well as day and night.
The Maya believed that he gave them the calendar and writing.
A natural sink hole filled with water and they were sometimes used by the
ancient Maya for sacrificial offerings
The cacao tree is a small tree originally in tropical South America. It is small,
and only grows to 4 to 8 meters in height. Its seeds are called cocoa and are
used to produce cocoa butter, the chocolate drink, as well as chocolate.
accommodated certain ceremonies, such as sacrificial rituals, and they were
also temples for the gods.

Wider World
Religion

What are the Mayans known for?
They were the first Mesoamerican civilization to develop
writing. They wrote in a book called a Codex made with one
long sheet of paper that was then folded like an accordion
They were advanced in their use of mathematics and made
use of the number zero
They were keen astronomers who predicted solar eclipses
They created a calendar system that was the most accurate in
the ancient world
They developed sophisticated culture of city states with fine
monumental buildings and each state had its own ruler
They were excellent at weaving and used this skill to make
textiles
Skills we will develop…
Enquiry
Research
Chronology
Compare & Contrast
Evaluate & Interpret
Present
Investigate
Finding Connections

Society

Civilisation

Mayan cities
Tikal
Chichen Itza
Yaxchilan
Palenque
Becan
Copan
Uxmal
Coba
Comalcalco

Palenque temple
where the great
emperor Pakal was
buried after ruling for
68 years!

