
Science Long Term Curriculum Plan 

 

Year Group Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 1 Animals (including 
humans) 
Identify whether different 
animals are carnivores, 
herbivores or omnivores 
and label basic body 
parts, linking with senses. 

Materials 
Identify and name a 
variety of everyday 
materials. Describe the 
properties of different 
materials. 
 

Plants 
Label and describe basic 
parts of common plants and 
identify changes as plants 
grow. 

 

 

Year 2 Uses of everyday 
materials 
Revisit Y1 properties of 
materials. 
Identify and compare the 
suitability of a variety of 
everyday materials and 
find out how solids can be 
altered in shape. 
 

Living things and their 
habitats 
Explore habitats and how 
animals are suited to 
them, identify plants 
found in certain habitats 
and explore simple food 
chains. 
 

Plants 
Revisit Y1 plants and where 
they grow best. 
Identify conditions where 
plants thrive and explore the 
process of seed to plant, 
including germination. 
Animals, including humans 
Revisit Y1 vocab – carnivore, 
omnivore, herbivore. 
Explore basic needs of 
animals, what makes 
humans healthy and how 
animals have offspring. 

Year 3 Rocks  

Compare different rocks, 
describe how fossils are 
formed and explore what 
soil is made up of. 

Light  

Understand that we need 
light to see and how light 
reflects from surfaces. 
Explore shadows. 

 

 
 

 

Forces and Magnets  

Explore how magnets 
work and the materials 
they attract, and how 
forces can act at a 
distance as well as when 
objects make contact. 

 

Plants  

Revisit Y2 plants – conditions 
in which plants grow. 

Explore different parts of 
flowering plants, what plants 
need to grow, the 
transportation of water 
within plants and the life 
cycles of plants, including 
seed dispersal. 

Living things and their 
habitat 

Revisit Y2 habitats 

Understand how changes to 
environments can pose 
threats to habitats and 
recognise how living things 
can be classified into 
different groups. 

Year 4 States of matter 
Revisit Y2-properties of 
materials 
Identify solids, liquids and 
gases and their properties 
and explore the water 

Electricity 
Understand simple 
circuits and when a circuit 
will or will not work. 
 
 

Animals including humans  

Revisit Y2 food chains 

Look at the digestive system 
including teeth and 
construct and interpret a 



cycle, including 
evaporation and 
condensation. 
Sound 
Understand that sounds 
are caused by vibrations 
and the difference 
between pitch and sound. 

variety of food chains. 

Identify the uses of skeletons 
and muscles and understand 
how animals, including 
humans, get nutrition from 
their food. 

 

 

Year 5 Earth and space 
Understand how day and 
night occur and look at 
the movement of the 
planets and their relative 
size to each other. 
Forces 
Revisit Y3 forces 
Explore gravity, air 
resistance, water 
resistance and friction. 
 

Living things and their 
habitats 
Explore life cycles and life 
processes including 
reproduction in some 
plants and animals. 
Animals including 
humans 
Describe the changes to 
humans as they go into 
old age. 

Properties and changes to 
materials 
Revisit Y4 properties of 
materials 
Group materials according to 
their properties. Look at 
reversible and irreversible 
changes and how materials 
can be separated. 
 
  

Year 6 Light 
Revisit Y3 light 
Explore how light travels 
in straight lines and how 
this affects shadows. 
Electricity 
Revisit Y4 electricity 
Look at symbols within a 
circuit and explore how 
components function in 
different circuits, e.g. the 
brightness of a bulb, 
loudness of a buzzer. 
 
 
 

Evolution and 
Inheritance 
Identify how animals and 
plants are adapted to suit 
their environment in 
different ways and that 
adaptation may lead to 
evolution 

Living things and processes 

Classify living things into 
groups based on 
characteristics, 
similarities/differences, and 
give reasons for classifying. 

Animals including humans 

Revisit Y4- nutrients 

Look at the circulatory 
system and key organs, and 
how nutrients and water are 
transported through the 
body. Recognise how life 
choices affect the body. 

 

 

 


