
Curriculum Organiser: knowledge and Skills    Autumn Term: The Romans       Year 5 Skills we will develop 

Research 

Enquiry 

Presenting findings 

Comparing 

Interpreting  

B.C. means before Christ. A date such as 

3000 BC means 3000 years before the 

year 1 AD (there was no year 0). 

The Romans came to Britain over 2000 years ago and changed our 

country. In 43 AD, after three attempts to conquer Britain, Emper-

or Claudius succeeded. The Romans wanted the riches that our 

country had—land, slaves, iron, silver and gold, to name a few. It 

took the Romans over 30 years to conquer the whole of Britain, 

but they then remained  here for around 400 years. This map 

shows  the land that belonged to the Romans (red) and  the Celts 

(green) at the peak of the Roman Empire. 
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A.D. stands for Addo 

Domini. It refers to years 

after the birth of Jesus.  

Chester was build by the Romans and 

there are many artefacts around Ches-

ter dating back to the Roman Times. 

This includes the amphitheatre, which 

was used for entertainment, watching 

gladiators fight, and as a training 

ground for the army. 

Key Vocabulary 

Citizen  A person belonging to a country and has legal 
rights 

Civilisation A developed organisation of people who have 
laws and cultures 

Conquer To take control of a place using military force 

Emperor A person who rules an empire 

Empire A group of territories or countries under one 
ruler  

Equality Treating everybody the same, no matter what 
their gender, race or religion is 

Invade To enter a country, usually in great numbers, 
with the intent to take over and occupy 

Rebellion When people join together to fight against a 
person or group 

Slave Someone who is the legal property of another 
person and forced to obey them, without pa 

Other useful vocabulary 

Celts Tribes that lived in Britain during the Iron Age 

Chariot A vehicle with two wheels pulled by horses 

Gladiator A person who fought people or animals for 
entertainment 

Hillfort An area or settlement built on high ground and 
enclosed by a wall 

Hypocaust Underfloor heating system used by the Romans 

Iceni Tribe A Celtic  Tribe led by Boudicca that rebelled 
against the Romans 

Latin The language used by the Romans 

Legion The main unit of the Roman army 

Mosaic  Pictures made up of small tiles that the Ro-
mans used to decorate the inside of their build-
ings 

Villa A luxurious home for wealthy people to live in 


