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Message from the Headteacher 
We have another full newsletter to share with you this month. It has been good to see the children enjoying a sustained 
period in school. Bubble closures are hopefully fading fast and although individuals have missed some schooling due to 
testing positive this term, the impact has not been as great on whole classes, as that seen in the last two years. The chil-
dren are getting more involved in different aspects of school life too, through enrichment opportunities, pupil voice ac-
tivities and curriculum events. An outline of some of this work can be seen below, so please have a good look through. 
 

Our Classes 

It has been extremely heartening seeing the children organising charity events this term. In 
the first half of term, our Jaguars raised £512 for MacMillan through a range of remote activi-
ties. Well done Jaguars! This half term, all of our children thought about their mental health 
when they supported Young Minds Wear a splash of yellow day. A total of £354 was raised for 
the mental health charity. Our Komodo Dragons raised funds for the Roald Dahl children’s 
trust when they dressed up as a favourite Roald Dahl character, linked to their class topic. The 
children looked amazing, as you can see in the photographs and raised £20 in school, as well 
as additional online donations.   
 
Our Otters have been looking at compassion in their personal growth lessons and as part of 
this they have looked at the significance of the poppy, in remembering those who have died 
in different wars. The children have been outside selling poppies for The Royal British Legion 
and are currently counting the total amount raised. Well done to all the children who have 
shown a great sense of community by supporting others. 
 
It has also been good to see our sports teams enjoying some sports festivals this term. Our 
tag rugby teams competed extremely well in the Chester schools competition. Our Otters and 
Komodo Dragons won all of their matches, while our Orangutans and Jaguars won three of 
their five matches. Our Busy Bees took part in an inclusive Boccia festival recently too. Mrs 
Goodwin was delighted with the children and their amazing Boccia skills! We have also seen 

some super performances in the last two cross country races that take 
place on Saturday mornings. Congratulations to  Benjamin Stenton and 
Sydney Carr, who finished with two second places and Joseph Stenton 
who finished with two third places. Fantastic effort all three! 
 
Our Busy Bees have also been out and about at Chester Zoo, as part of 
their class literacy and science work. The children looked at how various 
jungle animals have adapted to their habitat, including the tiger, sloth 
and butterfly. The Busy Bees also looked at predators and their prey and 
had the chance to see a Vulcan devour its prey.   
 
The children had the chance to meet our new police community support 
officer, linked to their personal growth curriculum. The Orangutans and 
Jaguars had a talk about appropriate use of the internet and how to 
deal with online bullying. The Komodo Dragons were spoken to about 
hate crime as part of their lessons on bullying. The sessions were very 
informative and helped the children to develop their understanding. 
 

The children in different classes have also had the chance to ask 
questions of a local councillor, Jill Houlbrook, who is also a gover-
nor of the school. The children were able to find out about her 
work to support the local Upton community. This hopefully gave 
the children some support linked to their roles on Pupil Parlia-
ment and class MPs.  
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Pupil Voice 
I am pleased to say that our range of pupil voice systems are up and running and beginning to impact in the school. Our 
Pupil Parliament has met and have been set some tasks to make life better for the children across the school. Our class 
MPs have met with the Prime Minister and Deputy too, in order to feed back some positives and next steps relating to 
break times. As a result of this, the children are accessing the woodland trail at lunchtime, with adult supervision. This 
has been really well received.  
 
Our wellbeing champions and reading ambassadors are also being established. The wellbeing champions will be sup-
porting children at break times, to ensure everyone is involved in activities and playing positively. Our reading ambassa-
dors will be promoting the importance of reading, to ensure that the younger children have a buddy to read with, if they 
would like one and to help them choose books they might like. It has been really good to see the children mixing with 
each other, supporting each other and listening to each other.  
 
Email communication 
To clarify, following the class reps meeting: parents wishing to contact their child’s class teacher should use the staff 
members @acresfieldacademy.org.uk email address. This is preceded by their initial and surname  
e.g. asmith@acresfieldacademy.org.uk. I will ensure the email addresses are emailed to parents in each class. 
 
Car Park 
Just a polite reminder that the car park is for staff use only. At the start and end of the day, please can we ask that par-
ents do not use the staff car park to drop off or collect their child, unless you have a permit. [please contact the office] 
 
Christmas evening 
Work has begun on our evening Christmas celebration. As previously mentioned, we have set aside two evenings, but 
the first choice is Tuesday December 14th. Unless the forecast is dire, we will be keeping to this date. Details outlining 
the evening will be sent home nearer the time. 
 

Attendance 
Please can I ask that everyone has read the attendance 
letter that was sent home recently, to ensure everyone is 
up to date with our policy, as attendance systems are be-
ing fully implemented again across all schools and local 
authorities. 
 
Fledglings 
Following on from the parent class reps meeting, we will 
be introducing breakfast at our morning provision. This will 
begin in January at the start of the spring term. Further 
details will be sent home nearer the time outlining how 
this work. Thank you for your feedback. 
 
Finally ….. 
It has been a positive start to the second half of the term. 
The number of covid cases remains low across the school. 
Once again, we send our best wishes to those families 
where we know there has been serious illness and loss. 
Our thoughts are with you. Thank you to everyone for con-
tinuing to be vigilant and supporting the school’s approach 
at this time. 
 
Best wishes, 
M.Dixon   
[Headteacher] 

 
Diary Dates 

 
November 
1st—INSET DAY—school closed 
2nd—Children return 
3rd—flu vaccinations 
4th—10.00am Parent Class Representatives meeting remotely 
6th—Cross Country Race 3 
12th—Komodo Dragons trip to Cadbury World 
12th—13th Meerkats residential sleep over 
18th—Jaguars’ boys football tournament 
19th—Girls football tournament 
22nd—Tiger Cubs trip to Delamere Forest 
24th—multi-skills festival 
26th—Jaguars’ trip to Liverpool slavery museum 
27th—Cross Country Race 4 
30th—Football league match v Saughall. KO 3pm 
 
December 
1st—Meerkats multi-skills festival 
2nd—Penguins multi-skills festival 
2nd—Orangutans Chester lantern parade 
6th—Book fair—remote 
14th—5.30-7.30pm Christmas evening 
15th—5.30-7.30pm reserve Christmas evening 
16th—Children’s Christmas dinner 
17th—End of term 
 
Children return Wednesday January 5th  


