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Message from the Headteacher 
I can’t believe we are heading towards the end of the autumn term. It has been a very memorable term, for lots of 
different reasons. The most positive one has been seeing the children enjoying school life, mixing with others and enjoy-
ing a range of opportunities within and beyond the classroom. It has felt so much more like the Acresfield we all knew a 
couple of years ago. Long may it continue! Please have a read through and enjoy some of last month’s highlights. 
 

Our Classes 
Our Meerkats enjoyed a sleep over at school last month, as part of our residential programme. The children took part in 
a range of team building activities after school, before enjoying their tea, a film and a good night’s sleep. Well, Mr Dewey 
had a good night’s sleep, but I’m not sure too many others did! The children were great and showed super resilience at 
being away from home. This has prepared them well for their residential next year at Burwardsley. 
 

Our Komodo Dragons spent a very tasty day away from the school, when they visited  Cad-
bury’s World in Birmingham last month, linked to their curriculum work on the Mayans. The 
children had a super day learning about the history of chocolate, which included a Mayan 
workshop to develop their understanding of the origins of the cocoa bean. The children had 
a fully immersive day, which included a cinema experience and re-
turned to school enthused. The Tiger Cubs also experienced their first 
trip recently when they explored Delamere Forest. The children made 
homes for their worry monsters, explored the area to look for signs of 
autumn and returned with lots of nature to investigate further back in 
school.  
 
Our Jaguars visited Liverpool Slavery Museum last month. The chil-
dren have been learning about the slave trade in their history work 
and developing their understanding of how it ended and the impact it 
has had. The children enjoyed a very informative day as they fur-
thered their understanding of a key figure, Olaudah Equiano, who 
wrote his autobiography to share his experience of being enslaved 
and buying his way out of it. All the staff commented on how in-
formative it was and how much the class gained from it.  The 
Orangutans joined the Chester lantern parade at the start of Decem-
ber. The children had some time in school making their lanterns ready 
for the parade. They then weaved their way around the streets of 
Chester before arriving back at Chester Cathedral.  

 
Sport 
The range of sporting opportunities has continued to increase over the term. Our Busy Bees took 
part in an inclusive multi-skills festival recently, where they enjoyed experiencing a range of 
sports including wheelchair basketball and sitting volleyball. The children had a great morning and 
impressed Mrs Goodwin with their skills. Our football teams also took part in a boys and girls 
tournament at Christleton High School recently. It was their first outing and although they did not 
progress beyond the group stage, it was good to see the children competing again in inter school 
sports matches. Our Under 11 football team played their first league match last week too. They 
put on a super performance to beat Cherry Grove 5-2 with goals from Ted Winter [4] and Ajay 
Hallal.  
 
The final Cross Country race took place at the end of November. A massive congratulations to 
Sydney Carr and Benjamin Stenton, who finished second overall in their category and Joseph Stenton who finished third 
in his category. A special mention must also go to Finlay Stewart who competed in all four races. Well done to all of the 
runners. Don’t forget cross country club has restarted on a Friday morning, to give everyone a chance to pre-
pare for next season’s races! 
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Careers Fair 
Thank you all for the amazing response to our request for help to run a careers fair for the older children. We have been 
overwhelmed by the response and have written to parents outlining the next steps. Please let us know if you did not re-
ceive this letter in response to your offer of help. It is possible your slip has been missed, so please let us know. 
 
Puppy Guide Dog Training 
For you reference, a parent has asked if I would be happy for a guide dog puppy going through basic training to come on 
site in order to support its’ development. I have said I will support this over the coming months, with ongoing reviews. 
 
Early Years 
Work has begun to create some new resources for the Ducklings outdoor area. Nigel, who works for the Trust and built 
our Owl’s nest in the woodland trail, is on site to create some more super outdoor equipment for the children. Watch 
this space ……... 
 
Christmas evening 
We are looking forward to seeing everyone on the evening of December 14th, when we have a Christmas evening from 
5.30-7.30pm. Letters have been sent home detailing the evening, so please make sure you have seen them and know 
how it will work. Don’t forget, gates will open at 5.15pm.  
 
Attendance 
Thank you to everyone for your response to the attendance letters that have been sent home. There has been an im-
provement in our attendance rates and this is really supporting the children in school. We continue to monitor the regis-
ters and will send further reminders on an ongoing basis. If you require any support with your child’s attendance, includ-
ing any issues arriving on school on time, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 

                                                                                                                 
One way system 
Thank you to all the class reps for collating feedback re-
garding the one-way system. The overwhelming majority 
of families do not want a return to the one-way system, 
but it is something we will continue to monitor. 
 
Finally ….. 
I would like to thank all of our families for your support 
during 2021. It has been such a difficult year for so many 
people and we really do appreciate the support shown to 
us, as we have navigated the difficulties of the ongoing 
pandemic. Acresfield is a very special school, with a great 
community, working in the best interests of the children. 
Thank you all for the part you play in that.  
 
We wish you all a wonderful Christmas and hope you are 
able to enjoy some good quality 
family time together. We will see 
you all in the New Year refreshed 
and ready for a successful 2022. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
M.Dixon  
[Headteacher] 
 
 
 

Diary Dates 
December 
2nd—Penguins multi-skills festival 
2nd—Orangutans Chester lantern parade 
6th—Book fair—remote 
14th—5.30-7.30pm Christmas evening 
15th—U11 cup match away at Huntington KO 3pm 
15th and 16th—Children’s Christmas dinner 
17th—End of term 
 
January 
4th—INSET day school closed 
Children return Wednesday January 5th  
 
13th—3pm Football match v Christleton 
24th—Jaguars’ trip to Safety Central  
25th—U11 football v Saughall KO 3pm 
 
February 
2nd—Careers Fair  
11th—North West Academies INSET day—school closed 
14th—Children return 
18th—End of half term 
 
March 
2nd-4th—Penguins Burwardsley residential 
9th—11th—Komodo Dragons Arts Education in a Multi-Cultural Society 
residential [AEMS] 
17th—10am Parent class representatives meeting 
 
April 
1st  -End of term 


