
Nursery Long term Curriculum Map 

Subject By the end of the year children will  

Communication and Language  -  Listen to longer stories understanding what is happening and engage in conversations about the content. 

- Talk about familiar books 

- Use a wider range of vocabulary as a result of listening to stories and engaging in conversations with others 

- Sing a large repertoire of songs.  

- Know many rhymes 

- Be able to tell their own long story with support from familiar texts 

- Understand and answer questions about ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’ and ‘why’.  

- Understand a question or instruction that has two parts.                                                                                                         

- Pay attention to more than one thing at a time 

- Develop their communication by using the future and past tense. 

- Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns using longer sentences (at least a 
string of 6 words) 

- Express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as 
actions. 

- Use talk to organise themselves and their play 

- Use sentences joined up with words like ‘because’, ‘or’, ‘and’? 

Ways in which staff and the 
provision will support the children 
to achieve this: 

- Repetition of stories 

- Familiar books with props placed in the environment to provoke conversation 

- A story of the week including book discussions; see reading spine 

- Daily singing built into the routine 

- Helicopter stories with regular modelled input 

- Engaging in ‘planning’ and ‘review’ sessions 

- Modelled sentences and language during the provision from staff and expanding on children’s phrases 

- Open ended questioning from staff 

- Interesting objects left for children to explore and question including living things such as plants, minibeasts 

and natural found items such as shells/ cocoons/ nests 
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Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

-Select and use activities and resources purposefully 

- Become more outgoing and confident with unfamiliar people within the setting and in new social situations 

- Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.  

- Find solutions to conflicts such as talking with others and develop appropriate ways of being assertive.  

- Talk about their feelings using simple words linked to emotions and begin to understand how others might be 

feeling 

- Increasingly follow rules without needing adult reminders and understand why they are important. 

- Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community. 

- Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g., brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing 

and drying their hands thoroughly. Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and toothbrushing. 

Ways in which staff and the 
provision will support the children 
to achieve this: 

- Engage in ‘planning’ to think ahead regarding what resources are required 

- Gradually increase the challenge of resources such as threading large beads, small beads, weaving to plaiting  

- Gradually introduce new members of staff as the year goes on and extend the learning environment such as 

classroom, activity trail, forest, library and hall. 

- Visitor’s throughput the year including PCSO, dentist/ nurse, zookeeper (Outreach programme) 

- Take children on walks around the village then a trip in the summer to a theatre/ museum (story house) 

- Using the egg timer to support turn taking 

- Adult modelling of resolving conflicts (Conflict resolution) 

- Rules displayed as photograph reminders such as no bikes under the canopy or one piece of fruit 

- Planning in the moment involving children in decisions about role play/ room layout to promote group play 

- Gradually increase responsibilities throughout the year including preparing snack, washing cups and plates, 

tidying and cleaning learning environment, visiting local nursing home, litter picking 

-Opportunities provided to taste a variety of healthy food including making vegetable soup or fruit smoothies 

- Opportunities to practise teeth brushing (giant stained teeth) 

Physical Development - Use one-handed tools and equipment 
- Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils 
- Show a preference for a dominant hand. 
- Ride tricycles (and balance bikes) using the pedals with good control 
- Travel up and down steps, stairs and apparatus using alternate feet 
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- Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues  
- Catch a large ball 
- Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks. 
- Match physical skills appropriately to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, deciding whether to crawl, 
walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width. 
-  Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. For example, choosing a spade to enlarge a small hole 
they dug with a trowel.  
- Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying large hollow blocks. 
- Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in teams.  
- Increasingly be able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music 
and rhythm. 
- Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting coats on and doing up 
zips. 

Ways in which staff and the 
provision will support the children 
to achieve this: 

- A variety of one-handed tools accessible for children to select including hammers, scissors and tweezers 

- A range of scissors to support development and progression 

- Modelled grip by staff during mark making opportunities 

- A range of mark making tools including small crayons to encourage tripod grip 

- Daily ‘funky finger’ challenges accessible to strengthen finger muscles 

- ‘Dough Disco’ and ‘’Pen Disco’ sessions 

- Balance bike training to develop balance and coordination 

- Access to the activity trail, forest, PE equipment to encourage using alternative feet 

- Weekly PE sessions and cosmic yoga sessions 

- Streamers, large spades, long paint rollers and brushes accessible 

- Staff modelling how to work collaboratively during construction 

- Learn a variety of dances throughout the year through class nursery rhymes and PE sessions 

Literacy  - Understand the five key concepts about print: print has meaning, print can have different purposes, we read 
English text from left to right and from top to bottom, the names of the different parts of a book and page 
sequencing 
- Develop phonological awareness so they can: spot and suggest rhymes, count or clap syllables in a word and 
recognise words with the same initial sound 
- Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. 
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- Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing such as writing a pretend shopping list that 
starts at the top of the page or writing ‘m’ for mummy.  
- Write some letters accurately including or all of their name. 

Ways in which staff and the 
provision will support the children 
to achieve this: 

-When children are ready, begin ‘guided reading sessions’ using a mixture of texts including picture books, 
fiction and non-fiction to engage in book discussions and to become familiar with the key concepts about print 
- Staff drawing children’s attention to the five key concepts about print daily during formal and informal sharing 
of books 
- Daily phase 1 phonics sessions 
- Daily stories including repetition of chosen texts with key vocabulary identified (see reading spine) 
- Mark making opportunities throughout the setting to ‘bump into’ 
- Staff to model how to bring mark making into play-based learning such as taking someone’s order in the café or 
writing train tickets 
- A variety of ‘funky finger’ challenges planned for daily including playdough manipulation 
- Gradually increase challenge of self-registration to writing letters in their name 

Mathematics -Subitise up to 3 objects 
- Recite numbers up to 10 
-  Say one number for each item in order to 5 and know that the last number reached tells you how many there 
are in total (cardinal principle) 
-  Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5 
-  Link numerals and amounts up to 5 
-  Experiment with symbols and marks as well as numerals 
-  Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5 
-  Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’ and ‘fewer than’ 
-  Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity 
-  Select shapes appropriately during play-based learning and combine shapes to make new ones 
-  Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes using informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; 
‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’ 
- Talk about and identify patterns 
- Extend and create ABAB patterns and notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern 
- Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’ 
-  Understand position through words alone 
- Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 
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Ways in which staff and the 
provision will support the children 
to achieve this: 

- Daily Maths input 
- Staff commenting and questioning during play-based learning such as ‘Look there are 3 elephants’ ‘I wonder 
how many cows there are?’ 
- Regular modelling of counting in a sequence such as counting stickers on ducklings, hide and seek, a count 
down to empty the water tray etc. 
- Staff repeat the last number of objects counted and regularly ask ‘So how many altogether?’ to support with 
cardinality 
- Staff ask children to carry our jobs including getting a specific number of objects eg. ‘Can you get me two 
pencils please?’ 
- Baskets with numbered labels in the environment such as ‘3 shells’ or ‘4 cars’ 
- ‘Finger numbers’ displayed in the environment to encourage rules such as ‘4 children to play in the water tray’ 
- Staff model ways of recording numbers in the provision such as lines, circles or numerals; recording how many 
balls they threw through the hoop 
- Staff to discuss mathematical ideas throughout the day such as ‘There are only 4 plates but 5 children’ 
- Resources placed in the environment to encourage exploration of shape including construction, junk modelling, 
books and puzzles 
- Resources available to create patterns including natural objects 
- Staff model how to select shapes appropriately and to use appropriate language such as ‘I want my roof to be 
pointy so I think I’ll use a pyramid’ or ‘I want a round face so I could use a circle’. 
- Staff to discuss position in real terms and model setting up obstacle courses  
- A trip to the post box to recall the route 
- Read ‘Rosie’s Walk’ and ‘Where oh where is baby bear’ to discuss and use prepositional language 
- Daily calendar and registers to encourage talk about time of the day 

Understanding the World -  Use all senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.  
- Explore and talk about collections of materials with similar and/or different properties and changes 
-  Explore how things work. 
- Plant seeds and care for growing plants.  
- Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal.  
- Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 
- Explore and talk about different forces they can feel. 
- Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 
- Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people. 
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- Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or 
seen in photos. 
- Show interest in different occupations. 

Ways in which staff and the 
provision will support the children 
to achieve this: 

- Provide interesting natural environments that alters with the time of the year with tools to explore 
- Sharing photos and memories throughout the year 
- Invite parents/ members of the school community to come in to the setting for the children to guess and ask 
questions about their occupation such as ‘farmer’, ‘plumber’, ‘hairdresser’.  
- Mechanical equipment supplied to support exploration of how things works 
- Explore growth and decay by: Planting our own bulbs and seeds, exploring decaying fruit, watching caterpillars 
grow and turn into butterflies and look after class pet (fish) 
- Books made accessible to learn more about living things such as minibeasts and plants 
- Staff to draw children’s attention to different forces they can feel in continuous provision such as ‘how the 
water pushes up when a plastic boat is pushed down’, ‘how the trains push/ pull away when the magnets touch’ 
and how ‘twigs snap’ but ‘elastic bands stretch’ 
- Exploring how materials change through: cooking/ freezing/ melting/ blending 
- Resources available which represent and promote discussion surrounding our diverse world 
- Discussions surrounding holidays to different countries, exploring celebrations from different countries and 
invitations to families from different countries to answer questions and discuss similarities and differences 
through photographs 

Expressive Arts and Design - Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits and develop stories 
- Explore and develop ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 
-  Join different materials and explore different textures 
-  Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details 
-  Represent ideas like movement or loud noises through drawings 
-  Show different emotions in drawings and paintings 
-  Explore colour and colour mixing 
-  Listen with increased attention to sounds and respond by expressing thoughts and feelings. 
- Remember and sing entire songs and remember the melodic shape of familiar songs 
- Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person 
- Create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know. 
- Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas 
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Ways in which staff and the 
provision will support the children 
to achieve this: 
 

- Provide a range of resources and model how to use them purposefully 
- Repetition of key texts to encourage map making to re-tell stories 
- Through phonics activities, provide opportunities to engage in song, music and movement 
- Provide opportunities throughout the year to express ourselves through movement and song including 

performances and PE 


