
Nursery Long Term Plan 21-22 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

General Themes 
NB: These themes 
may be adapted at 
various points to 

allow for 
children’s interests 
to flow through the 

provision 

I Wonder What 

Changes? 

Managing our 

feelings          

Nursery rhymes          

Settling into our new 

learning environment                 

Sharing memories 

with family and 

friends                        

How have I changed?           

How do vegetables 

change over time?                       

Autumn & Harvest              

Re-telling and acting 

out the story ‘Rosie’s 

Walk’ 

Planting bulbs 

Nature walk 

 

I Wonder How We 

Celebrate? 

How do we 

celebrate? Sharing 

photographs of 

special occasions  

Mark making linked 

to letters to Father 

Christmas              

A walk to the post 

box               

Exploring melting 

linked to ‘The 

Snowman’             

Re-telling the story 

‘The three little 

pigs’                   

Exploring our homes 

and what makes 

them special          

I Wonder Who 
Lives There? 

Grow and care for 

plants linked to key 

texts          

Exploring the 

features of a jungle, 

comparing it to our 

forest                

Creating maps to 

find the bear       

Manipulate ice to 

free teddy          

Explore magnetic 

attraction by finding 

metal bear            

Re-telling the story 

and going on our own 

sensory bear hunt 

I Wonder Who 

Said That? 

Re-telling and 

acting out the story 

‘Goldilocks and the 

three bears’          

Sensory exploration 

of porridge; 

observing changing 

state               

Spring walk         

Story-telling stage 

re-telling familiar 

stories             

Exploring size 

 

I Wonder What 

Creeps and Crawls? 

Minibeasts- 
where do they 
live and what 
makes them 

special?              
Moving in a 

range of ways 
creating 
minibeast 

dances 
Planting 
summer 
flowers             
Healthy 

eating and 
self care 
including 
brushing 

teeth 

I Wonder How I 

Can Be Brave? 

Helicopter stories 

Re-telling and role 

playing the story 

‘The three billy 

goats gruff’ 

Bridge making using 

a range of 

construction  

Discussing our 

feelings          

Designing monsters 

linked to ‘The 

Gruffalo’ 

Creating movement 

poetry linked to 

‘Toddle Waddle’    

‘Worry dolls/ dream 

catchers’ 

 

Possible Texts The ugly duckling 

What does the 

crocodile say? 

The little red hen 

The enormous 

turnip 

Rosie’s walk 

Where oh where is 

baby bear 

Handa’s suprise 

The blue balloon 

Kipper’s birthday 

You must bring a hat 

A squash and a 

squeeze 

The three little pigs 

Stickman 

Dear Santa 

Walking through 

the jungle 

The animal boogie 

Rumble in the jungle 

We’re going on a 

bear hunt 

Where’s my teddy? 

There’s a bear on 

my chair 

Brown bear brown 

bear 

Goldilocks and the 

three bears 

The magic porridge 

pot 

Old Mikamba had a 

farm 

The gingerbread man 

The runaway pancake 

Biscuit bear 

Goldirocks and the 

three bears 

The hungry 

caterpillar 

There was an old 

woman who 

swallowed a fly 

The big wide 

mouthed frog 

Norman the slug 

with the silly shell 

The bee man 

The three billy 

goats gruff 

The Gruffalo 

Owl babies 

Max the champion 

Toddle waddle 

Hello friend! 
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‘Wow’ moments / 

Enrichment Weeks 

Observing change 

through cooking or 

baking, including 

bread, soup or 

smoothies. 

Sensory activities 

linked to fruit from 

around the world 

introduced through 

the text ‘Handa’s 

surprise’ 

Finding baby bear in 

the forest 

Harvest celebrations 

Learning about 

people who help us 

linked to 

Remembrance 

Sunday 

 

Halloween- making 

spells, potions, 

sharing stories and 

photographs 

Diwali- exploring 

colour and light and 

dance 

Bonfire night- 

firework safety and 

sparkler fun 

Nursery rhyme week 

Singing Christmas 

songs at Orchard 

Manor care home 

Nativity- The 

Christmas story 

Chinese New Year- 

role play and dancing 

Finding ‘Eddie’s 

Teddy Freddie’ in 

the forest  

Valentine’s Day- 

Who cares for us? 

Story telling week- 

helicopter stories 

Kindness week- 

Norris the bear who 

shared/ caring for 

the environment- 

bird feeders 

Shrove Tuesday & 

Ash Wednesday- 

making and tasting 

pancakes  

Mothering Sunday- 

Observational 

drawings of 

daffodils 

Easter celebrations- 

we’re going on an egg 

hunt 

Baking gingerbread 

men to explore 

change 

 

Observing the 

growth of a 

caterpillar  

Museum/ library 

trip- story house  

Balance bike training 

Making minibeast 

homes in the forest  

 

Father’s Day 

Sports day 

30 days wild- 

mindfulness/ yoga 

outside  

Seaside day 

Transition in 

preparation for 

school 

Writing to our 

buddies 

Graduation ceremony 

 


