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Message from the Headteacher
We are heading towards the end of the spring term. It has been a successful term with many highlights. I know for lots of
families, covid continues to interrupt routines, including schooling. ’Learning to live’ with covid has not always proven to
be straight forward. But thank you for your support over the last few weeks, as we have had lots of cases and ongoing
disruption. Please have a read through of our latest newsletter to share some of the positive things that have happened
this month.
Our Penguins visited Burwardsley at the start of the half term for their residential.
Despite the wet weather, the children had a fantastic time and Miss Kiernan and Miss
Nicholls were full of praise for their approach to the trip. For many children, it was
their first time away from home and they were amazing. They enjoyed some opportunities to develop their geography skills and knowledge, carrying out fieldwork by
exploring the local area and gaining an insight into a sustainable rural way of life. The
children also built some dens and looked for animal habitats, finding badger setts
amongst others. Well done Penguins you represented yourselves and the school so
well!
Our Komodo Dragons were also on a residential recently, when they
visited Conway for their AEMs residential [arts education in a multicultural society]. Once again, the children did themselves proud
throughout the three days, as they experienced a range of new activities, which included some beat boxing, Indian dancing, African drumming and sculpting, using recycled materials. Mrs Lloyd, Mrs Axon,
Mrs Goodwin and Miss Conroy were very proud of them all. They returned
to school, very much like the Penguins, looking exhausted, but full of wonderful memories.
Our Orangutans took part in a more local trip, when they visited Chester
linked to their history and geography curriculum. The children explored the
use of the bike and bus lanes around Chester, linked to their work on sustainability. They interviewed local people, tourists and businesses, to gauge
views as to whether the lanes should be in use. They also took part in a Roman tour of the
amphitheatre to understand how it was used in Roman times.
Our Otters and Orangutans had the chance to develop their sculpting skills when a local artist
worked with them, to produce some Egyptian tiles and birds. The children worked very hard
to produce some super pieces. They followed this with a trip to Liverpool to enjoy a concert
by the Royal Philharmonic. It proved to be an excellent experience for the children, enjoying a
live concert from outstanding musicians.
Our Otters have had a very busy few weeks, as they were in Liverpool for a second visit recently to explore the National Museum and develop their understanding of the Egyptians.
This included finding out about Egyptian afterlife and a workshop on mummification. The children also managed to bump into the Mayor of Liverpool for an in-depth chat about her work!
World Book Day in March provided a showcase of some wonderful outfits from children and staff! There were some very
creative examples of characters across the school, which helped to raise the profile of the importance of reading for enjoyment. Thank you to everyone for your amazing efforts!
Thank you to our Penguins who organised Comic Relief fund raising day recently. They asked us all to dress with a splash
of red or in a superhero outfit. There were some very creative responses and it was good to see lots of real
life superheroes around the school. In total we raised £383 for the charity. Well done everyone!
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Sports News
Our Komodos had a super time at the county netball finals recently. It was a non-competitive
event, providing the children with an opportunity to experience a finals and develop their netball skills. The children had a memorable afternoon, especially as they returned with a trophy
as the winners of The Spirit of the Games award. [The only one available to win!] Well done
team! Our U11 football team lost their recent league match to Chester Bluecoat 2-0 in a close
fought contest. The team played well and did not deserve to come away empty handed. Five
of our Otters also had the privilege of meeting England netballer, Laura Malcolm and complete a training session with her at St.Martin’s academy. The children were thrilled to come
face to face with a sporting pro!
Friends of Acresfield
Thank you to everyone who attended our Friends of Acresfield information evening. It was good to see there is interest
in relaunching the group. There will be an AGM on April 28th at 7.00pm and a chance to vote in a new committee. So if
you are interested in putting yourself forward for the committee or would just like to come along and support the work
of the group, we look forward to seeing you. All of the details are outlined in the letter that was sent home last week.
Vomiting and Diarrhoea
We have had an increased number of vomiting and diarrhoea cases in school. Please can we remind everyone that the
guidance states that children can return to school 48 hours after their last episode. Thank you for your help with this.

Diary Dates
March
The following clubs finish this week, football Years 3/4
29th—parents’ evening– whole school
30th—parents’ evening- Jaguars
31st—parents’ evening– whole school except Jaguars
April
1st -end of term
Children return to school Tuesday April 19th
19th—Otters trip to Wepre Park
27th and 28th—tri-golf tournament
27th and 28th—Rory McCann artist working with classes
28th—7pm Friends’ AGM—everyone welcome

Parking
A reminder to everyone to please ensure that you do not
park on the yellow zig zag lines marked along the school
entrance. In addition, please can we ask that you do not
park on the pavements along Alwyn Gardens. All of the
above is for safety reasons to ensure the safe arrival and
exit of our children. Please can we ask that everyone respects this. Our community police officer carries out patrols of the area and tickets have been issued.
Parents’ evening
We look forward to seeing you at our parents’ evenings
this week. The new booking system appears to have
worked well—we will of course find out for sure this week!

May
2nd—Bank Holiday—school closed
3rd—Tempest class photographs
4th—local elections in nursery classroom
5th—small sided football tournament
9th-12th—SATs week. Breakfast club for Jaguars from 8.15am
12th—gymnastics competition
16th and 19th—Let’s Walk training
16th—cross country competition
18th—tennis tournament
23rd—Jaguars’ trip to Safety Central
27th—end of half term

Finally …..
Thank you again for your support this half term. It has
been a challenging time for the school with high numbers
of covid cases amongst the children and staff. I would like
to thank the staff for minimising the impact of this, by covering for absent staff to ensure the smooth running of the
school. Thank you also to our parents, who helped with
the recent trips. We hope that the Easter holiday brings
some respite for everyone who has been affected and
some warm spring sunshine to brighten our days. We look
forward to seeing you at our parents’ evenings and then
again at the start of the summer term on Tuesday April
19th. Have a lovely Easter.

June
School reopens Tuesday June 7th
8th– 9th—Orangutans’ canoeing expedition
16th—10.00am parent class representatives meeting
20th-22nd—Jaguars’ Conway residential

Best wishes,
M.Dixon
[Headteacher]

