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Key concept:  Physical Geography  

South America Biomes Capital cities 

South America South America is one of the seven continents of the 
world. It is located in the Southern Hemisphere.  

Biomes Biomes are distinct biological communities that have 
formed in response to a shared physical climate. 

capital cities   The city or town that is the centre of a country or 
region.  

Key Vocabulary 

Tropic of Cancer The Tropic of Cancer is the most northerly circle of 
latitude on Earth. 

Tropic of 
Capricorn 

The Tropic of Capricorn is the most southerly circle of 
latitude on Earth. 

rainforest  A tall, dense forest that receives lots of rain every year.  

deforestation Deforestation is the clearing or cutting down of forests. 

mining Mining is the process of digging things out of the 
ground.  

plantation A plantation is a large farm which only grows one crop 
e.g. banana, sugarcane, tea, palm oil.  

ranch A ranch is a large farm for raising horses, beef, cattle or 
sheep.  

rainfall Rainfall is release of water from the sky.  

evergreen An evergreen is a plant that has leaves throughout the 
year.  

Rainforest 
layers 

Plants Climate Animals 

Emergent 
Layer  

Trees can be up to 60m 
tall and 5m in 
circumference. 

Lots of sunlight. Cold and 
windy 

Birds, bats, 
monkeys and 
butterflies. 

Canopy 
layer 

Thick layer of 
vegetation. Trees form 
a roof over the plants 
below. Roots don’t the 
floor. 

Lots of sunlight but also 
plenty of rain. Lots of food 
and places to hide for 
animals. 

Snakes, toucans, 
sloths, parrots 
and tree frogs  

Understorey 
layer 

Trees grow to less than 
4m tall 

Little sunlight so it is dark. 
It is warm and humid. 

Lots of insects. 
Jaguars and 
ocelots.  

Shrub layer Young trees, shrubs and 
ferns that need less 
light to grow.  

Dark and dense. Very little 
light so shrubs are small 
with big leaves. 

Snakes, lizards, 
chimpanzees and 
bonobos. 

Forest floor Very few plants  Almost no sunlight. Damp.  
Leaves and plants 
decompose quickly 

Gorillas, 
anteaters, 
leopards and 
tigers.  

South America 

Country Capital city 
Argentina Buenos Aires 

Bolivia Sucre 

Brazil Brasilia 

Chile Santiago 

Colombia Bogota 

Ecuador Quito 

Guyana Georgetown 

Paraguay Asuncion 

Peru Lima 

Suriname Paramaribo 

Uruguay Montevideo 

Venezuela Caracas 

Skills 
vocabulary 

Map work  

Field work 

Discuss 

Question 

Compare 

Measure 

Record 

Present  South American Physical features 

Amazon 
Rainforest, 

Brazil 

Atacama 
Desert, 

Chile 

The Andes Cape Horn, 
Chile 

Amazon 
River 


